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THE 


AnTiquITY and AUTHORITY | 


OF THE 


CHURCH of ROME 


VINDICATED. 


7 ; \HE Church of CurisT has been, 
and is ftill, ſo much miſtaken and 
miſrepreſented, that it never can be 

unreaſonable, and hardly unſeaſonable, while 

man is on this fide of timę, to put him in 


mind that the day is coming. when he muſt 
appear before the tribunal of CHRIST. 


The world, in general, confeſs there is a 
Supreme Being, by which they own man is 
not ſelf- exiſtent; conſequently he muſt have 
his exiſtence from that Supreme Being. The 
difference of men's opinion concerning this 
Divine, or Supreme Being, ſufficiently demon- 
ftrates there is a chaſm ſomewhere z and that 


man is not the ſame as he was created, or made, 


io. . 
„ B Revelation 
1 


(8-3 
Revelation brings to our ears the true ſtats 
of the caſe, Had man not ſinned, he would 


have needed no information who Gop was; 
nor would men have been divided in their 


opinions concerning the true Gop, This very 


diviſion proves man is not what he was created; 
and that Revelation would not have been ne- 
ceflary, had man continued in the ſtate he was 
created, 


Revelation not only diſcovers to us the true 
ſtate of the caſe, that is, the fall of man; but 
it is alſo given to inform us of Gop's ſove- 
reign mercy in CttrisT JtsUs to fallen and 
guilty man. This the light of nature can- 
not do. The light of nature can only inform 
us, that there is a Supreme Being ; but cannot 
reveal to man the love of Goo in Cur1sT]JEsvs. 
Witneſs all the nations of the earth, with all 
their wiſe men, and philoſophers, groping af- 
ter Gop in the dark, (as Paul witneſſes) if 
happily they might find him whom -Paul 


. preached; telling them, that He, that is the 


Supreme Being, whom they ignorantly ſought 
after, had commanded all men every-where 
to repent of thoſe dreaming purſuits, and 


turn to the living and true Gop, who was 


revealed 
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revealed in the ſcriptures, and whom Paul 
preached. | I | 


Revelation then was given to inform fallen 
man of God's love and mercy in Chriſt Je- 
ſus; but how was man to know this? or who 
could bring the meſſage? Angels could not, 
for they only learn, or have their knowledge 
of theſe things by the church. Man could 
not, for he was loſt; he was become an cne- 
my, a rehel to his God. 


God himſelf then muſt bring the good 
news; accordingly he did, ſaying, © The ſeed 
* of the woman ſhall bruiſe the head of the 
* ſerpent.” He that was in the boſom of the 
Father, who knew the mind of the Father, 
and who was to be the ſeed of the woman, 
He, by the fathers and prophets, had declared 
his coming, ſaying to Abraham, © In thy ſeed 
<« ſhall all the nations of the earth be bleſſed ;” 
and by Moſes, © The Lord your God ſhall 


s raiſe up unto thee a prophet like unto me, 


* Him ſhalt thou hear in all things.” He 
it is, who hath in theſe laſt days come forth, 
declaring or revealing the Father, as it is ſaid 
Joon i. 18, © No man hath ſeen God at any 

B 2 time, 


cr time, the only begotten, which is in the 
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** boſom of the Father, He hath declared him.“ 
As it is faid by Paul, Hebrews i. 1. God, 
6 who at ſundry times, and in divers man- 
ce ners, ſpake in time paſt, unto the fathers, by 
te the prophets, bath in theſe laſt days ſpoken 
te unto us by his Son.” —Not by the philoſo- 
pher, nor the wiſe man of the world; for the 
wiſdom of the wiſe cannot find out God, much 


leſs know the mind of God. A manifeſt proof 


of this we have by all that are gone before us, 
in all nations, but particularly in the ſcrip- 


tures, 


The Holy Ghoſt by Jaiab XXiX. 11, faith, 


f The viſion of all is become unto you as the 


* 


** words of a book that is ſealed ; which man 


delivered to one that is learned, or a prieſt, 
* ſaying, read this I pray thee, and he faith, 
t J cannot, for it is ſealed; And the book is 
* delivered to him that is not learned, ſaying, 
* read this I pray thee; and he faith, I am 
& not learned.” What goes before, and what 
follows after, as well as the teſtimony of the 
whole ſcriptures, give the true meaning of the 


** 


F 


* 


text, viz, that men being now the ſervants of 


the grand deceiver, their pride, like their maſ- 
ter's, 


KR 


ter's, faith, Who is to ſtoop to be taught by 
words only? and with Naaman the Syrian, 
« Are not Abana, and Pharpar, rivers of 
« Damaſcus, better than all the waters of Iſ- 
© rael? As much as to ſay, is not our own 
reaſon, and virtue, more exceilent ; why then 
ſhould we ſtoop to be taught? therefore it is, 
they know not God, 


Nevertheleſs, revelation informs us, there is 
one that is able to open the book, and read 
therein. Here then the grand ſcene, or hope 
of ſalvation, is diſcloſed, and the ſeals opened, 
that is, God's love and mercy in Chriſt Jeſus 
diſplayed, or made known to fallen and guilty 
man; firſt in the declaration, © That the ſeed 
*© of the woman ſhould bruiſe the head of the 
* ſerpent,” Gen. iii. 15. which was more and 
more opened, and made manifeſt through the 


whole of the ſcriptures. 


Abraham ſaw the day of Chriſt and rejoiced, 
for it is ſaid, © That in him, that is, in his ſeed, 
* ſhould all the nations of the earth be bleſ- 
* {ed;”” which ſeed is ſaid to be Chriſt, Mo- 
{es faid, *f A prophet ſhall the Lord your God 

© rails 
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* raiſe up unto Wi amongſt your bre- 


e thren, like unto me, Him ſhall ye hear, 


Ifaiah ſays, * Surely he hath borne our 
« griefs, and carried our ſorrows; he was 
te wounded. for our tranſgreſſions; he was 
* bruiſed for our iniquities; the chaſtiſement 


of our peace was upon him; and with his 
« ſtripes we are healed,” 


The angel, by Daniel ſays, © Seventy weeks 
te are determined upon thy people, and the 
* holy city, to finiſh the tranſgreſſions, and 
c make an end of ſins; and to make recon- 
te ciliation for iniquity ; and to bring in ever- 
* laſting righteouſneſs; and to ſeal up the 
« viſion and prophecy; and to anoint the 
« Moſt Holy.” All which was accompliſhed 


by Jeſus of Nazareth, in the days of Tiberius 


Ceſar, and confirmed to us by his witneſſes 
the apoſtles, 


The whole is again brought to our view, 
in his revelation to John, wherein he gives the 
churches to know his mind, what he would 
have them eſpecially to know, and underſtand; 
as well to their own happineſs here as heres 
after ; and what was to happen, from that time 
forward 
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forward to the end, as had been foretold by 
the prophets ; eſpecially by Daniel, our Lord 
himſelf, and his apoſtles. Therefore our Lord, 
as if his love was not ſufficiently made mani- 
feſt by all that had gone before, again brings 
to our view, by his angel to John, his love, 
his tender care, of all them who had received 


his teſtimony, and were ſatisfied with what he 
had done, as being ſufficient for them, and all 
who ſhould believe in his name, John, by the 
Holy Ghoſt, as a witneſs of theſe great truths, 


pronounces all ſuch bleſſed, who read and hear 


the words of this prophecy, and keep thoſe 
things that are written therein, for the time is 
at hand; declaring, that Jeſus is the faithful 
witneſs, the firſt begotten, or bringer forth 
from the dead ; and that he is the prince of the 
kings of the earth, That he hath loved us, 
* and waſhed us from our ſins in his own 
* blood; hath made us kings and prieſts unto 
“ God, and his Father. To Him be glory 
* and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” 


Kev. i. 3, 4, 5, and 6, 


He is the ſtone which was cut out of 
the mountain, which was to break in pieces 
all the kingdoms of the earth; whoſe king- 


dom 
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9 
dom ſhall be an everlaſting kingdom, 125 


whoſe dominion ſhall be for ever and ever. 


Dan. ii. 34, 44. Behold he cometh with 
* clouds, and every eye ſhall ſee him, and 
6 they alſo who pierced him. And all kin- 
* dreds of the earth ſhall wail becauſe of 
* him. Even fo, Amen; for their judgment 
is come.” To them that fear God, hear, 
and believe in his Name, he faith, Fear 
* not, I am the firſt and the laſt; J am he 
ce that liveth, and was dead, and behold I am 
alive for evermore, Amen, and have the 
ce keys of hell and death, Rev. i. 18. With au- 
thority then he could, and he only in verity did 
ſay, Write the things which thou haſt ſeen, 
© and the things which are, and the things 
te which ſhall be hereafter ; for I am he who 
© am able to open the book, and to read 
ce therein, and to give knowledge and under- 
i ſtanding of the matter.” | 
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Theſe deſignations, by which our Lord 
diſtinguiſhes himſelf to the churches, ſhew- 
firſt his love and tender care, as him that walk- 
eth in the midſt of his church and people, 
watching over them to do them good, and to 
preſerve 
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preſerve them unto himſelf, pure and undefiled 


from the lye of ſatan, or falſe apoſtles. 


Secondly, By his being the firſt and the laſt, 


which was dead, and is alive, Rev. ii. 8. fl. ew. 


ing his eternal godhead, and his perfect atone- 
ment for ſin; thereby giving full aſſurance to 


all men of the ſufficiency of his atonement, to 
take away ſin; that all who put their truſt 


in him, ſhall never be diſappointed. 


Thirdly, By the ſhatp ſword, Rev. ii. 12. 
with two edges, fignifying his word of truth, 
which is ſharper than any two-edged ſword, 
dividing between the joints, and the marrow, 
and is a diſcerner of the thoughts, and intents 
of the heart, by which all the world will be 


judged, and that even out of their own mouths, 


Fourthly, Whoſe eyes are like a flame of 


fre, and his feet like fine braſs, Rev. 11. 18, 


ſhewing. not only his omnipotence, but his 
omnipreſence ; and therefore no one can eſcape 


his notice, for he ſeeth all things, heareth all 


things, and noteth all things, and will judge 


all things, at the judgment of the great day. 


C Fiſchly, 


6 
Fifthly, Who hath the ſeven ſpirits of God, 
and the ſeven ſtars, Rev, iii. 1. ſignifying that 
he hath not the Spirit by meaſure, but in him 
dwelleth the fullneſs of the Godhead bodily, 
and in his hand are all his miniſters, or meſ- 
ſengers, and He is their head and keeper, 


Sixthly, He that hath the key of David, he 
that openeth and no man ſhutteth, and ſhut- 
teth and no man openeth, Rev. iii. 7. by 
which we are directed to believe, no man, by 
works of his own, 'or wiſdom he is endued 
with, can open heaven ; nor is it in the power 
of man to ſhut heaven againſt any man; fo 
no man can ſave himſelf, much leſs his bro- 
ther ; neither can any man anathematiſe, or 
keep his neighbour out of heaven. 


And, Seventhly, the Amen; the faithful 
and true witneſs, the beginning of the creation 
of God, Rev. iii. 14. Theſe deſignations ſe- 
cure every one, who put their truſt in him, 
who is hereby ſtiled, the Firſt, the Laſt, and 
the Faithful Witneſs, and He by whom all 
things that were made, are made and ſubſiſt. 


After 
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Aſter approving what was right, and re- 
proving what was wrong in the churches, 
letting them, and as many as confeſs, or call 
themſelves Chriſtians, know, that except they 
anſwer to the character there laid down, God 
will reject them, and remove their candleſtick 
out of its place; at the ſame time he that hath 
an ear, let him hear, what the Spirit ſaith unto 
the churches, 


Unto the church at Epheſus, he faith, © To 
* him that overcometh will I give to eat of 


© the tree of life, which is in the midſt of the 


e paradiſe of God, Rev. ii. 7. Unto the 
church of Smyrna, © He that overcometh ſhall 
* not be hurt of the ſecond death, Rew, 
ii, 11. Unto the church in Pergamos, © To 
* him that overcometh will I give to eat of 
e the hidden manna, and will give him a 
© white ſtone, and in the ſtone a new name 
* written, which no man knoweth, ſaving he 
* that receiveth it,” Rev. ii. 17. Hence how 
plain the teſtimony of God, that the church 
or people of God, is neither known nor con- 
feſſed to be ſuch by the world. To the 
church in Thyatira, © He that overcometh 
and keepth my words unto the end, to him 

| 2 4c will 
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* will I give power over the nations, and I 
* will give him the morning-ſtar,” Rev, ii, 
26. Unto the church of Sardis, He that 
* oyercometh, the ſame ſhall be cloathed in 
* white raiment, and I will not blot out his 
name out of the book of life; but I will 
confeſs his name before my Father, and be- 
fore his angels, Rev. iii. 5, To the church 
in Philadelphia, ©& Him that overcometh, will 
I make a pillar in the houſe of my God; 
* and he ſhall go no more out, and I will 
e write upon him my new name,“ Rev. iii. 12, 
And to the church of the Laodiceans, To 
e him that overcometh, will J grant to fit 
« with me in my throne, even as I alſo over- 
* came, and am ſat down with my Father in 
* his throne, Rev, 111, 22, 
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Our Lord having given the true character 
of his church and people, and the happinefs 
of thoſe who overcome by the blood of the 
Lamb, exhibits to us, under many and varzous 
views, and figures, the great love of God, the 
glory of heaven, and happineſs of them that 
are ſaved; as alſo the dreadful ſtate of them 
that periſh, with an account of what was ta 
be from that time forward ; likewiſe the glory, 


honour, 


4 


honour, majeſty, and worſhip of all the crea- 


tion of God, in heaven and earth. 


In this glory and majeſty, God is repre- 
ſented ſitting on the throne, and a book in his 
right hand, written within, and ſealed on the 
back-ſide with ſeven ſeals, ſignifying God's 
ſecret mind and will concerning man's hap- 
pineſs and reſtoration by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
which angels or men neither did or could 
know. For it is ſaid by the angel, Who is 
worthy to open the book, and loofe the ſeals 
thereof? and no man in heaven, or in earth, 
neither under the earth, . was able to open the 


book, neither to look thereon ; for which John 


is much troubled and weeps, He is told by 
one of the elders not to weep, for the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah, the root of David, hath 


prevailed to open the book, and to unlooſe 
the ſeals thereof, 


Upon which, we have repreſented unto us, 
a Lamb in the midſt of the throne, and of the 
four beaſts, and of the elders, as it had been. 
lain, having ſeven horns, and ſeven eyes, which 
are the ſeven ſpirits of God, (that is, verily 
God) for it is ſaid, when the Lamb took the 


book 
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book out of the right hand of him that ſat on 
the throne, the four beaſts, that is, all created 


powers, and the four and twenty elders, that 
is, the whole church of God, fell down before 
the Lamb, having harps of gold, and golden 
vials full of odours, which are the prayers of 
the ſaints. And they ſung a new ſong, ſaying, 
Thou art worthy to take the book, and to 
open the ſeals thereof, for thou waſt ſlain, 
* and haſt redeemed us unto God by thy 
e blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
“people, and nation, and haſt made us, unto 
% our God, kings and prieſts, and we ſhall 
{© reign on the earth.” Therefore it is ſaid, 
they lived and reigned with Chriſt a thouſand 
years; and the reſt of the dead lived not again 
until the thouſand years were finiſhed ; and it 
is ſaid, ©* Bleſſed and holy is he that hath part 
© jn the firſt reſurrection, on ſuch the ſecond 
« death hath no power; but they ſhall be 
e prieſts of God, and of Chriſt, and ſhall 
«© reign with him a thouſand years.” Upon 
which, all creation joins in one continued 
ſong of praiſe, ſaying, © Hleſſing and honour, 
te and glory, and power, unto him that fitteth 
tc upon the throne, and unto the Land for ever 
« and ever.” Therefore the Lamb is God, 
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n 
but by office the Saviour, the Lamb of God, 
that taketh away the ſins of the world. He 
alone could make known to guilty man the 
mind of the Father; He only worthy to open 
the ſeals, under which, the whole of God's 
mind to guilty fallen man is made manifeſt, 
and figur'd out to us, from the firſt promiie 
to the final judgment, and eternal glory of all 
that fear God, and are, and were, obedient to 
the goſpel of his dear Son. 


The firſt ſeal opens to us, firſt, a diſplay 
of ſovereign mercy, declaring that the feed _ 
of the woman ſhould bruiſe the head of the 
ſerpent, Gen. iii. 15. and in Rev. vi. 1, 2. is 
compared to a white horſe, and he that ſar 
upon him having a bow and a crown, and 
going forth conquering and to conquer, every 
way applicable to our Lord and God be- 
coming man for us, dying for us, thereby 
overcoming death and hell for us, and him 
that hath the power of death and hell, that is, 
the devil. Alſo in the everlaſting goſpel, de- 
claring, and giving to guilty man forgiveneſs 
of ſins, and everlaſting life in his name, which 
Indeed is the grand and only reaſon whe reve- 
lation was given: no wonder then the firlt 

ſeal 
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ſeal opens with a view of ſovereign merey, 
which is big with every blefling of heaven, 
from the firſt promiſe until he ſaid, It Is 
< finiſhed, and bowed his head and died.“ 


That the goſpel, or ſovereign mercy of God, 
diſplayed at opening the firſt ſeal, might ap- 
pear to be really what was unavoidably ne- 


ceſſary to our ſalvation, proves it, the goſpel, 


or revelation of ſovereign mercy, to be alto- 
gether of mercy, undeſerved mercy, to the 
alone honour and glory of God, 


That no man might be ignorant or plead 
excuſe, the ſecond ſeal opens, and manifeſts 
the dire effects of the fall, and the vengeance 
or juſtice of God overtaking them that obey 
not him, and are diſobedient to the goſpel of 


the Son of God; made manifeſt in the decla- 
ration of ſovereign mercy to guilty man, 


The effect of the fall appears in the hypo- 
criſy of Cain's worſhipping of God, and the 


imbruing of his hands in his brother's blood, 
'aptly repreſented in the viſion to John, by a 


red horſe, and power given unto him that ſat 
thereon to take peace from the earth, and 
88 that 
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. 
that they ſhould kill one another; * and 
te there was given him a great ſword.” That 
theſe dire effects of the fall were and are felt 
ever ſince Abel's death, the whole ſcriptures 
witneſs, as alſo all nations to this day, 


A ſtriking inſtance of God's judgment upon 
the impious world, that then was, we have in 
the deſtruction of it by water, while Noah, by 
the building the ark, condemned the world 
that then was, and became heir of that righ- 
teouſneſs which is by faith. In Sodom alſo, 
while Lot and his family were only ſaved ; as 
alſo all the devaſtations and blood-thed from 
the beginning unto this day. 


The third ſeal diſcovers to us, the juſtice 
and equity of God, in juſtifying him that be- 
lieveth in Jeſus, and juſtly condemning him 
that feareth not God, and is diſobedient to the 
goſpel ; witneſs Belſhazzar, who feared not 
God, blaſphemouſly ſaying, © Theſe are the 
<c veſſels out of the temple of the God of the 
* Hebrews, which our gods have gotten or 
given unto us. And they praiſed their gods 
** of gold, of filver, of brafs, of iron, of wood, 


cc 


and of ſtone,” Dan, v. Upon which king 


1 Belſhalzzar 
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Belſhazzar was weighed in the balance, and 
found wanting, conſequently was cut off, and 
his kingdom given to others. So all men will 
be weighed in the balance, and if found want- 
ing, will alſo be cut off from the preſence of 


| God, and from the glory of his power. Ne- 


vertheleſs, God in ſovereign mercy, having 
propoſed life and ſalvation to fallen and guilty 
man, in the great Meſſiah; hath, for the ſake 
of the great Meſſiah, granted unto man both 
ſeed-time and harveſt, and that the wine and 
the oil ſhould be preſerved unto the end of 
time, Gen. viii. 21, 22. The juſtice of God 
manifeſtly appears, in that he hath provided 
life and ſalvation in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for 
man, and in having mercy on every man, 
who, according to his command, believeth in 
Jeſus, for the forgiveneſs of ſins and eternal 
life; and juſtly leaving every man who rejects 
his mercy in Chriſt Jeſus to his juſt condem- 
nation, for not obeying his commands, nor 
regarding the mercy he hath provided. Yet 
the common bleflings of life are continued, 
and will be ſo to the good and the bad while 
time endureth, which is repreſented by a black 
horſe, and him that ſat on him having a pair 
of balances in his hand, and a declaration of 
wy a mea- 


. 


C3 
a meaſure of wheat for a penny, and three 


meaſures of barley for a penny, and to ſee he 
did not hurt the oil and wine, 


The fourth ſeal naturally diſplays to us the 
dreadful conſequence of diſobeying God, that 
is, death under the figure of a pale horſe, and 
him that ſat on him is called death, and hell 
followed with him. The firſt of theſe wants 
no explanation, and hell following with death, 
gives us to know the dreadful ſituation of them 
who are diſobedient to the goſpel of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ; but on ſuch as believe the goſpel 
the ſecond death hath no power ; that is, hell 
is not their portion, nor thall they be ſeparated 
from the preſence of God, or the glory of his 
power, | 


At the opening of the fifth ſeal; thoſe that 
fear God, and obey the goſpel, are deſcribed 
as being ſlain, deſpiſed, or rejected, for the 
word of God, and the teſtimony of Jeſus. 
How the modern divines will anſwer for it, 


will be known at the great day, who with 


open front and face declare, that God's word is 
a dead letter, therefore they who fear God, 
are repreſented crying to God, ſaying, How 

D 2 © long, 
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long, O Lord, holy and true, doſt thou not 
judge, and avenge our blood on them that 
** dwell on the earth!“ And to them were 
given white robes, and it was ſaid unto them, 
that they ſhould reſt for a little ſeaſon, until 
their brethren that ſhould be killed as they 
were ſhould be fulfilled ; which when accom- 
pliſhed, .will bring on the final judgment, as 
deſcribed by opening the ſixth ſeal. Earth- 
quakes the firſt, a certain preſage of the diſſo- 
lution of this mundane ſyſtem, 


The fright and horror of thoſe that fear not 
God, and are not obedient to the goſpel, is 
alſo deſcribed by the kings of the earth, and 
the great men, and the rich men, and the 
chief captains, and the mighty men, the bond- 
men and the free, hiding themſelves in dens, 
and in the rocks of the mountains, and calling 
to the mountains and rocks to fall upon them, 
and to hide them from the face of him that 
fitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of 
the Lamb, Such is and will be the dreadful 
and unhappy ſituation of all the rejectors of 
God's ſalvation, While the happy ſtate of all 
thoſe that receive God's falvation is ſet forth 
by the angel's not being able to deſtroy the 

| world, 
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world, till thoſe that fear God who have 
waſhed their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb, are ſecured; by 
which the great power and faithfulneſs of God 
is made manifeſt, and the eternal joy of heaven 
deſcribed, while they cry with loud voices, 
* Salvation to our God, which fitteth upon the 
* throne, and unto the Lamb,” with the angels, 
the elders, and all the heavens, or created powers, 
repreſented by the beaſts, &c. falling on their 
faces, and worſhipping God, ſaying, Amen, 
*© Blefling and glory, and wiſdom, and thankſ— 
* giving, and honour, and power, and might, 

« unto our God, for ever and ever. Amen.” 
The opening the ſeventh ſeal ſheweth the 
agents God employs to execute his commands, 
in comforting, keeping, and eſtabliſhing all 
that fear him, and are obedient to the goſpel, 
repreſented by the angels offering up much 
incenſe, with the prayers of the ſaints upon 
the golden altar Chriſt, which is . the cauſe of 
theſe prayers and praiſes aſcending up before 
God. — The fire of the altar, or purity of 
God, being caſt upon the earth, to try them 
that dwell upon the earth, is the cauſe of theſe 
voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and 
| carth» 
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by the ſeven angels, and is a juſt account of 
the manner in which God is pleaſed to execute 


his wrath and indignation upon all them that 
fear him not, and are diſobedient to the goſpel. 


The firſt angel ſoundeth, and there follow- 
eth hail and fire mingled with blood. As a 
proof of this being the juſt ſenſe of the text, 
and that theſe are the agents God employs to 
execute his wrath upon the diſobedient, Sodom 
and Gomorrah are ſtanding witneſſes to all 
generations; as alſo that the power and wiſ- 
dom of man ſhall not avail, neither is there 
any thing man can do of any value in point 
of ſalvation, 


By the ſecond angel we are given to know, 
that the juſtice of God will overtake men, and 
leave them guilty of their own blood, they not 
fearing God, nor being obedient to his goſpel. 


The ſame by the third angel's founding, by 
which is repreſented the rivers and fountains 
of water being bitter; purity or fire of God 
hing the wiſdom of men, while they ſet up 

| their 


earthquakes, and is further repreſented to be 
ſuch by the ſoundings of the ſeven trumpets, 
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their own reaſon or wiſdom, in oppoſition to 
God's revelation of his love and mercy in 
Chriſt to guilty man, and corrupt God's truth 
and God's word, and according to the apoſtle, 
are left of God to great deluſions, to believe a 
lye. | 


The fourth angel ſounded, and the third 
part of the ſun, moon, and ſtars, are ſmitten, 
This indeed indicates great darkneſs upon the 
face of the earth, becauſe of the blaſphemy 
and wickedneſs of men, as alſo the final diſſo- 
lution, The Eygptian darkneſs is a manifeſt 
proof of this ; they had no light, while God's 
people ſat under the glorious ſun-ſhine of his 
love and protection, &c. This points out to 
us the dreadful condition of men in all ages 
who fear not God, and make a ſcoff at his 
holy word. 


Thoſe men who have broached the doctrine 


of that arch- enemy, the great deceiver of man- 


kind, perſuading men that Jeſus Chriſt is not 
God, but a created being, or an inferior being 
to God, conſequently his death cannot ſatisfy 
for our fins. On this account it may well be 
ſaid, the third part of the ſun, moon, and ſtars, 

are 


00-1 
are darkened. The blaſpheming God, in re- 


jecting his word and oath, deſpiſing his anoint- | 


ed, and the goſpel of his ſalvation to all the 
ends of the earth, brings on thoſe woes, which 
certainly are near accompliſhed, T'wo of them 
are fully deſcribed, Rev. ix. by the locuſts 
that came out of the ſmoke, bei tan's 
prieſts, as well in the days of th prophets as 
in theſe days; they were not to hurt any green 
thing, the fruits of the earth, ſeed-time, and 
harveſt, was to continue while time endured, 
as God hath declared, neither were they to 
hurt thoſe men, who had the ſeal of God in 
their foreheads. The reſt they had power to 
hurt. Thoſe prieſts or locuſts are, to appear- 
ance, very glorious, having crowns of gold 
upon their heads, and the faces of men, ha- 
ving the ſhew or form of humanity, having 
hair like women, or the ſhew or form of mo- 
deſty and virtue; but the teeth of lions, to 
tear in pieces under the ſhew and form of 
humanity, modeſty and virtue ; having breaſt- 
plates of iron, to ſhew that nothing good can 
enter there, nor no pity for man; their king 


is the angel of the bottomleſs pit, or that old 


ſerpent the devil, 
This 
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This is the firſt woe, and none more dread- 


ful ; for this proves the woful ſituation of all 
the worſhippers of ſtrange gods. 


The ſecond woe, diſcovers to us, the mur- 
dering one another, or the curſe of God, 
upon the nations who regard him not, by 
wars and fightings, for that which muſt pe- 
riſh, The deceivableneſs of ſatan no way ap- 
pears more, than in bewitching men to make 


the gain of this world, happineſs; from hence 


rapine, murder, and ravages, as a curſe, and 
plague, go through and are upon all nations 
yet men think not that it is a plague, nor a 
curſe, and therefore they repent not of their 
idolatry, nor of their evil works, or work of 
their hands, that they ſhould not worſhip 


devils, and idols of gold, filver, braſs, ſtone, 


and wood, which neither can ſee, nor hear, 


nor walk; neither repent they of their mur- 
ders, nor of their ſorceries, nor of their forni- 
© cations, nor of their thefts. The firſt woe is 


to fall upon all nations, which they that know 
and fear God, can plainly diſcern, 


Ihe ſecond woe is fulfilling every day, 25 
s clearly to be ſeen in the treachery of nations 
. 


to 


( 26 ) 


to one another, and of all ranks of men, every 
one endeavouring to over-reach. another, while 
this is the character of them that are thus tor- 
menting and murdering one another for that 
which will periſh with the uſing, entailing 
upon themſelves the curſe of God, While 
the angel declares concerning the duration of 
time under the ſecond woe, which is for forty 
and two months, or 1260 days or years, the 
witneſſes are to prophecy, cloathed in ſack- 
cloth. The children of Iſrael knew the force 
and power of theſe prophets, or witneſſes; 
witneſs, Achab and his prieſts, 


It may be juſtly ſaid, ſince the eſtabliſh- 
ment of, or upon the eſtabliſhment of the 


preſent church of Rome, theſe witneſſes have 


been as it were killed, and their dead bodies 
lay in the ſtreet of ſpiritual Sodom and Egypt; 


and they of the kindred, and people, and 


tongues, and nations, do and ſhall ſee their 
dead bodies for three days and a half, or a time, 
two times and a half, or 42 months, that is, 


1260 days, or 1260 years; they are not bu- 


ried or put in their graves ; inaſmuch as they 
hold the ſcriptures, but with them the beaſt, 
or the church of Rome's expoſition, which 

expoſition 
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1 
expoſition is ſignified by the waters being 
mixed with wormwood, of which it is ſaid, 
one third of men died. 


It looks very like the end of the ſecond 
woe, for what between the beaſt, and his 
image, and thoſe who are continually putting 
out new expoſitions of God's word, the word 
of God is ſo defiled, ſo maſſacred, that no man 
upon the face of the earth can profit frorn it, 
under ſuch expoſitions. Beſides, the whole 
tribe of holy prieſts of every nation continually 
declare God's word to be a dead letter, from 
all which it is very plain, God's witneſſes have 
been as it were murdered, near, if not quite, 
1260 years, but they will ſoon riſe and ſtand 
upon their feet, then thoſe murderers will 
ſtand aghaſt ! eſpecially when the voice from 


heaven faith, © Come up hither ;”” then the 


myſtery of God ſhall be finiſhed, as he hath 
declared to his ſervants the prophets, 


God, who at ſundry times, and in divers 
manners, ſpake to the fathers, by the prophets, 


hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken unto us by his 


Son; who, by Daniel, is properly called a 
revealer of ſecrets, or rather God; who i 
E 2 omni- 


( 28 ) 

omnipreſent, as well as omnipotent. He 
knoweth all things, ſeeth all things, and there- 
fore ruleth in the armies of heaven, and amongſt 
the inhabitants of the earth; and who can ſay, 
What doeſt thou? Which maketh Daniel ay, 
This ſecret was not revealed to him, for any 
thing in him, more than any man living, ſo 
neither his virtue, wiſdom, or goodneſs, was 
the cauſe of his having knowledge of the mat- 
ter, but for their ſakes that ſhall make known 
the interpretation, that the King might not 
only know the thoughts of his heart, but alſo 
know what was to be in the latter days, which 
neither the King's wiſe men, his aſtrologers, 
that is, ſtar-gazers, his magicians, that is, 
miracle, or wonder-workers, nor his ſooth- 
ſayers, that is, phyſiognomy- readers, or for- 
tune - tellers, could make known to the king 
the viſion or the interpretation, but that there 
is a God in heaven who could. 


How greatly miſtaken, and blaſphemous 
are they, who take upon them to teach men, 
ſay ing, God's word is a dead letter; and that, 
men muſt have another ſpirit, beſides the 
word to underſtand the word. Thus like Pha- 
rach's gentlemen, or fellows of his royal ſo- 


ciety, 


or modern reviewers, &c. 


( 29 


ciety, Nebuchadnezzar's wiſe men, our mo» 


dern reviewers, with our ſpiritual teachers, 
dare be blaſphemous enough to take upon 
them the giving an account of the Spirit, ſe- 
parate from the Word, by their expoſitions 
and ſpiritual teachings, as immediately inſpired, 


or directly ſent from heaven, but are no wiſer 


than the fellows of Pharaoh's royal ſociety, 


Happy the man 
not overtaken by theſe ſpiritual gentlemen, 
nor by the reviewers or fellows of Pharaoh's 


royal ſociety, &c. but ſimply gives heed to 


the word of God, as the very mind of God, 
and all that is neceflary to make men happy 


in time, and in eternity. 
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God hath revealed, what was neceſſary for 


us to know of himſelf; that we ſhould not be 
miſtaken, nor deceived by man, nor by the 


craft of ſatan, in point of eternal life by Jeſus 
Chriſt, as is offered, and held out to us in the 
goſpel, and freely given of God, for ſalvation, 
to the ends of the earth, that whoſoever, of 
all the race of man, believeth, that is, accounts 
Gad to be juſt and true, and receives his teſ- 
timony of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that in his 
name 1s preached remiſſion of fins, receiving 

the 
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the ſame as the gift of God, and is ſatisfied 
with the Lord's Chriſt, and with what he 
hath done, as ſufficient for him and his ſal- 
vation, and eternal happineſs. God hath alſo 
revealed unto us by his ſervants, in his word, 
the many events that ſhould happen from the 
captivity to the coming of the Meſſiah, and 
from that to the end, and which begins with 
Daniel's account of king Nebuchadnezzar's 
dream, &c. the image whoſe head was gold, 


breaſt and arms filver, belly and thighs of 


braſs, his legs iron, his feet part iron and part 
clay; ſignifying four kingdoms which were 
to be upon the earth; and in the days of thoſe 
kings, God would ſet up a kingdom, which 
ſhall never be deſtroyed, or left to other peo- 
ple, Dan. ii. 31. and following verſes. It 
ſhall break in pieces, and conſume all theſe 
kingdoms, and it ſhall ſtand for ever. This 
kingdom then is the kingdom of God, which 
is ſet up under the great Meſſiah, and his 
kingdom, as he himſelf declareth, is not af 
this world, ſo no earthly monarchy can be 
that kingdom, which is to ſtand for ever. 


Indeed the great and laſt monarchy upon 
earth, is to make all nations drunk with the 
cup 
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cup of her abominations, and therefore they 
ſhall drink of the' wine of the wrath of God, 
poured out without mixture, and ſhe, and 
they, ſhall be broken in pieces by that king- 
dom, or ſtone, which was cut out of the 
mountain without hands, which ſtone 1s Chriſt, 


Who will avenge the blood of his ſaints and 
followers upon them, 


Accordingly we find, 
when Belſhazzar blaſphemed the true God, 


by making uſe of the facred veſſels of God's 


holy place, and polluting them, drinking out 


of them, ſo diſhonouring God, and praiſing the 


gods of gold, and of filver, then the breaking 
or dividing of theſe kingdoms began, Dan. 
v. 30. 


By Daniel's viſion we have an account of 


theſe kings, which are four, deſcribed by four 


beaſts ariſing out of the earth. The fourth 
beaſt being exceeding dreadful, made Daniel 
make particular inquiry why this laſt beaſt was 
ſo dreadful; he is told that he is the fourth 


| beaſt upon earth, or the fourth kingdom, which 


ſhall be diverſe from all the other kingdoms, 
and ſhall deyour the whole earth, and ſhall 
tread it down, and ſhall break it in pieces, 


Daniel, 


( 32 ) 


Daniel, in the ſecond viſion, gives us an 
account of the downfall of the Perſian monar- 
chy, as he had before, in the viſion, given an 
account of the downfall of the Aſſyrian mo- 
narchy; and alſo the downfall of the Gre- 
cian monarchy, under the figure of an he- 
goat; from whence proceeded or came forth 
the fourth beaſt, which waxed exceeding 
great towards the ſouth, and towards the eaſt, 
and towards the pleaſant land; and waxed 
great even to the hoſt of heaven. And it caſt 
down of the hoſt, and of the ſtars, to the 
ground, and ſtamped upon them. Yea, he 
magnified himſelf eyen to the prince of the 
hoſt ; and by him was the daily ſacrifice taken 
away; and the place of his ſanctuary was caſt 
down ; and an hoſt was given him againſt the 
daily ſacrifice, by reaſon of tranſgreſſion; and 
it caſt down the truth to the ground; and it 
practiſed and proſper d. Dan. viii. 10, 11, 12. 


This was Pagan Rome, or the fourth beaſt, 
or monarchy upon earth, according to Daniel; 
which was to ſtand up againſt the prince of 
princes, Dan, viii. 2 5. In thoſe days it was 
our Lord was to make an end of fin, and to 
bring in everlaſting Hen, Dan. ix. 24. 

Accord- 


(3) 


| Accordingly, in the days of Herod, the Ro- 


man king of the Jews, Cæſar Auguſtus, order'd 
all the world to be taxed; which agrees with 
Dan. xi. 20. And Tiberius Cæſar, under 
f whom our Lord was crucified, introduces the 


vile perſon ſpoken of by Dan. xi. 21 to 33. 
and ſheweth the various practices of pagan 
Rome until the overthrow of the temple, the 


prieſthood, and the daily facrifice, by Titus; 


from which time the abomination began and 


continued, until the accompliſhing thereof, in 
ſetting up the pagan rubrick or maſs-book, 
under the fecond beaſt; who did make an 
Image to the beaſt, or dragon, which had a 
wound and did live, and cauſed as many as 


did not worſhip the image ſhould be killed. 


This indeed ſhews the true reaſon why 


Oo d's judgments came ſo ſeverely upon the 


Jews, that is, for rejecting God's word, and 


| trampling upon the truth. And it will be the 


cauſe of God's ſevere judgments upon the 
fourth Kingdom or beaſt, which is to practiſe, 
_ caſt down and trample” upon the truth, for a 


time, two times and a half, &c. comprehended 


q in the great number which one faint ſaid to 


oer ſaint, ſaying, How long ſhail be the 


F viſion 


e 


viſton concerning the daily ſacrifice, and the 


that 


tranſgreſſion of deſolation, to give both the 11 
ſanctuary and the hoſt to be tredden under mM 
foot? And he faid, Unto two thouſand and 4 
three hundred days: then ſhall the r 7 af 
be cleaned, Dan. viii. 13. * 
So under the ſounding of the ſeventh angel, by 
the ſeventh ſeal is clearly open'd, and the 
myſtery finiſh'd, And here is given us a m 
view of the glories of our Lord and his Chriſt, Lo 
with the great joy of heaven, in thankfulneſs _ 4 
and gratitude to God and the Lamb, falling / 
upon their faces and worſhipping God, be- 
cauſe he had taken to him his great power, th 
and did reign; and the temple of God was ot 
open'd in heaven, and there was ſeen in the _ 
temple the ark of his teſtament; and there to 
were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, | 
and an earthquake, and great hail, MY. xi. 
15. to the end. 
| ſu 
The glorious appearance of the church, un- al 
der the deſignation of a woman cloathed with re 
the ſun, and the moon under her feet, and ar 
upon her head a crown of twelve ſtars, Rev. as de 
xi, &c, ſhews the bleſſed ſituation of thoſe vi 
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\ that are cloathed with the righteouſneſs of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, having the world and all 

the righteouſneſs of man under their feet, being 
* crowned with the glorious truths of God, or 
” eſtabliſh'd upon the foundation of the apoſtles 
and prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the 
chief corner- ſtone. 


The church being here compar'd to a wo- 
man with child, crying and travelling in birth, 
and pained to be deliver'd, ſhews the goodneſs 
of God in providing falvation for man, and 
1 his carefulneſs and faithfulneſs until it was ac- 
compliſh'd, ſaying, How am ] ſtraitned until 
this is accompliſh'd ; which is giving us an- 
other and ſtill more glorious view of the happy 
| ſtate of them that fear God, and are obedient 
to his goſpel. 


The next wonder is, that ſuch an enemy 
ſhou'd appear in heaven, as would, if poſſible, 
ſubvert all heaven, and make God's decrees 
abortive. His form being deſcribed as that of a 
red dragon, having ſeven heads, and ten horns, 
and ſeven crowns upon his head, leaves no 

doubt who he is, and who is his agent, or 


1 vicegerent, upon the earth. His drawing the 


F 2 third 
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third part of the ſtars of heaven after him, 
and caſting thera to the earth, ſhews that he, 
the red dragon, and they that followed him, 
were not fit ſubjects of the bleſſed manſions, 
therefore he and his angels ſtood ready to 


deſtroy the child; but the child was ſecured 


from them, being caught up unto God, and 
to his throne, 


What the Jews did by wicked hands, at 


the inſtigation of the dragon, was determined 


to be done for the purpoſe of ſalvation, to all 
the ends of the earth, for remiſſion of fins in 
his name, ſafety being provided for his church 
and people. The woman therefore flicth into 
the wilderneſs, and is ſecured, or hath a place 
prepared of God, that ſhe ſhould be fed for 
that ſpace of time that the witneſſes were to 
prophecy, cloathed in ſackcloth ; all which 
time their bodies, namely, of the two witneſſes, 
are expoſed as dead, in ſpiritual Egypt, or 
Sodom, I am afraid, the religious of this na- 
tion, in general, will alſo be found among 


that unhappy number. For, in our day, the 


foremoſt for heaven, as it were, call God's 
word a dead letter, and force upon the world 
their expoſitions, all of which tend to darken 
God's 
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| * or the church, from the beginning to this 


E 
God's word, and are properly figured by the 


ſmoke aſcending out of the bottomleſs pit. 


They, being ignorant of God's ſalvation, go 


5 about to eſtabliſh the doctrines and works of 
men; denying, or ſaying, that the work finiſh- 


ed by Chriſt is aot ſufficient for the falvation 


of the moſt guilty, for their immediate acoept- 


ance, guilty as they are. 


Under the ſeventh ſeal, and in the time of 
the ſeventh angel's ſounding, we have a view 
of the myſtery of God finiſhed; that is, the 
dragon, that old ſerpent, called the devil and 


; fatan, which deceiveth the whole world, ex- 
- poſed or caſt out into the earth, and his angels 


alſo, Rev, xii. 4. upon account of which chere 
is great joy in heaven, becauſe the accuſer of 


the brethren is caſt down, Rev. xii. 10. 


Which our Lord did, when he overcame death, 
and him that had the power of death, that is, 


ö the devil, and made a ſhew of them openly on 
his croſs, triumphing over them in it, Col. ii. 
15. that is, in his death, reſurrection, &c. 


Therefore that old ſerpent, the devil, hath 
net ceaſed to torment and perſecute the woman, 


day, 
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day, by blaſpheming God, perſecuting Jeſus 
and his followers, under the character of here- 
ticks; or, with the holy and religious people 
of old, under the character of unholy men, 
or blaſphemers of the holy place and the law. 
But the heavenly choir ſings, Now is come 
« ſalvation, and ſtrength, and the kingdom of 
* our God, and the power of his Chriſt ; for 
e he that accuſed the brethren before God, 
F night and Gy, is caſt down. 8 


But they, has is, all who fear God, and 
are obedient to his goſpel, overcome by the 
blood of the Lamb, and by the word or teſti- 
mony of God, by the power of which they 
loved not their lives -unto the death; Rev. xii. 
11. For this the dragon is wrath with the 
woman, or church ; and therefore continues 
to make war with the remnant of her ſeed, 


who keep the commandments of God, and 


have the teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt, Rev. xii, 
17. 12880 

This 8 the kation of the church of 
Chriſt, during the time from the ſetting up 
the abomination that maketh deſolate, until 


the cleanſing of the ſanctuary; all this time 
b God's 
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God's word was to be accounted as a dead let- 
ler, and the church hidden; ſo that the world 
knoweth not the church of Chriſt; For the 
true church of Chriſt is not, nor ever has 
been, acknowledged as the church of Chriſt, 
by the world, from that time to this day. 


The government of the firſt beaſt, or pagan 
Rome, being founded in blood, and which 
receiv'd a wound and did live; and that of the 
ſecond beaſt, who cauſed an image to be made 


to the firſt beaſt, by which his wound was 


healed, is not only founded in blood, but in 


| blaſphemy alſo; and is to continue forty and 


two months; all which time he hath power 


3 
- eg : 


to blaſpheme againſt God, his.name, his taber- 
nacle, and thoſe that dwell in heaven ; that is, 
offering the ſacrifice and abominations of the 
maſs. By theſe ſorceries or ahominations he 
bewitches the people, murders the ſaints of 
God, hath power over all kindred, tongues, 
and nations, and all that dwell upon the earth 
ſhall worſhip him, whoſe names are not writ- 
ten in the book of lite of the Lamb flain, that 
is, Which was accounted lain, trom the foun- 


dation of the world, Rev. xiii, 8, 
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That we ſhould not be miſtaken concerning 
the dragon, who gave his power to the beaſt 
that had a wound and did live, which is the 
fourth kingdom upon earth, we have the de- 
ſcription of him by John, Rev, xiii. 12. cor- 
roborating with that of Dante], and both agree 
with the caſe of Dathan and Abiram ; namely, 
that God's judgment, ſooner or later, overtakes 
all thoſe that offer ſtrange fire to God; this all 
men do, who are not obedient to the goſpel 
of the Son of God. 


Buy his ſeven heads a monſter, ten horns 
his power, his crowns glory or honour, but 

in blaſphemy; his likeneſs to a leopard, that is, 
many colours, or under many and various 
titles and forms ; the feet of a bear, grafping 
to death all thoſe who would hinder it of 
places, penſions, benefices, riches and power 
the mouth of a lion, ready to tear the fleſh, 
and ſuck the blood of all ſuch as ſtood, or ſtand 
in its way, in all it ſeeks after; to effect this 
the dragon, that is, the devil, gives the beaft 
| his power to deceive mankind, as he did our 
firſt parents, by lies, &c. his ſeat, that is as 
God, he having been worſhipped: as ſuch, fo 
now, as God, under a new character or title, 
ts namely, 


( 41 
namely, that of Chriſt's — his au- 
thority, to oblige all nations to drink of the 
cup that was full of the abominations of the 
beaſt, that is, they ſhou'd worſhip the image 
of the beaſt. By this ſatan's power over the 


mind of man is made manifeſt; for he is called 
the God of this world, the prince of the power 
of the air, that rules in the hearts of the diſ- 
obedient. From the beginning ſatan was and 


is a liar, witneſs our firſt parents; and their 
-poſterity by believing ſatan's lie, did, and till 
do forſake their own mercy; and he ever 


fince rules in the hearts of the diſobedient, or 
mind of man, as prince and lord; nor can or 


ever will be diſlodged from thence, but by 
the free declaration of God, in his word, 
giving the guilty knowledge of the remiſſion 


of their ſins, in the blood of Jeſus, 


All men who are ignorant of, or believe not 


in Jeſus, worſhip ſatan in ſome form or other 


as God from the firſt; and worſhip him as 
ſuch to this day; He has undergone many 


forms and changes, but principally four. The 


2 fourth and laſt is particularly deſcribed; his 
wound which he received and was healed, 
Pas his 8 from Paganiſm to Chriſtianity ; 
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and then giving his power to the church, this 


arch enemy thus beſtowing his. power and 
riches on the proud clergy, he became Papal 
Rome inſtead of Pagan Rome; and the wound 
was healed. Thus he, ſatan, is now wor- 
ſhipped not as a pagan God, but as a Chriſtian 
God; hence it is ſaid they worſhipped the 
dragon, that is, the devil; and they worſhip- 
ped the beaſt, ſaying, Who is like unto the 
beaſt? that is the firſt beaſt who was wounded 
by a ſword, the ſword of the word of God, 
or his goſpel prevailing over Conſtantine, fo 
that he favour'd the Chriſtians, or outward 
profeſſion of Chriſtianity, whereby pagan 
Rome or pagan worſhip was, for a time, ſet 
aſide, and the power veſted in, or uſurped by 
the clergy ; the wound the firſt beaſt receiv'd 
was hereby heal'd, and the abomination which, 


| maketh deſolate, ſet up; that is the maſs-book, | 


or image of the firſt beaſt, or pagan church, 
who had a wound and did live, by paſſing 
under the change from pagan to papal Rome. 
Thus power was given to the image of the 
beaſt, that it ſhould both ſpeak, and cauſe 
that as many as would not worſhip that image 
ſhould be killed, 
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This image is the preſent maſs- book of the 
church of Rome, in which they have con- 
verted the days of the heathen gods unto Chriſt 
and his apoſtles, &c. making the ritual of the 
F ? heathen, or dragonical church, the ritual or 


foundation of the papal church, only changing 
the names Jupiter, &c. into thoſe of Chriſt, 


* &c. From hence it is plain, the firſt beaſt's 
government being founded in blood, the fecond 


beaſt, or he who cauſed an image to be made 


to the firſt beaſt, is founded not only in blood, 
but in blaſphemy alſo; as it is called by the 
apoſtle, when the Jews rejected the word of 
God by putting the goſpel from them, ſaying, 
They blaſphemed God; fo the church of 
Rome in ſetting up the abomination, or maſso- 


book, which maketh deſolate, may juſtly be 


| f ſaid to blaſpheme God, 


Every one that hath an ear is called upon to 
1 hear and underſtand. He that leadeth into 
captivity, ſhall go into captivity; and he that 
killeth with the ſword, muſt be killed with tlie 
ſword, Rev. xiii. 10. And as he that deceiveth 
is himſelf deceived and muſt periſh, even ſo 
hae that forceth another into his deceivings by 


b che ſword or power, mult periſh by the tword 
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or power; not only the ſword of man, but 


alſo by God's word and power, The patience 


and faith of the ſaints is therefore made mani- 
feſt, in that they are not thereby terrified, but 
are faithful unto the death; knowing he is 
faithful that hath promiſed, and will keep that 
which js committed to his truſt, 


Paul writing to the Theſſalonians concerning 
the ſecond coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſayeth, Now we beſeech you, brethren, by 
e the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, . and 
* by our gathering together unto him, that 
ye be not ſoon ſhaken in mind, or be trou- 
e bled, neither by ſpirit, nor by word, nor by 
te letter, as from us, as that the day of Chriſt 
te js at hand, Let no man deceive you, by any 
e means; for that day ſhall not come, except 
© there come a falling away firſt, and that 
** man of fin be revealed, the fon of perdition: 
** who oppoſeth and egxalteth himſelf above 
* all that is called God, or that is worſhip- 
cc ped: ſo that he, as God, ſitteth in the temple 
f* of God, ſhewing himſelf that he is God. 
Remember ye not, that when I was yet 
* with you, I told you theſe things ? And now 
ye know what with-holdeth, that he might 
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4e he revealed in his time, for the myſtery of 
* jniquity doth already work: only he who 
* now letteth, will let, until he be taken out 
e of the way; and then ſhall that wicked be 
« revealed, whom the Lord ſhall conſume 
e with the ſpirit of his mouth; and ſhall de- 
e ſtroy with the brightneſs of his coming: 
even him whoſe coming is after the work- 
ing of ſatan, with all power, and ſigns, and 

* lying wonders, and with deceivableneſs 
of unrighteouſneſs, in them that periſh ; be- 
“ cauſe they received not the love of the 
e truth, that they might be ſaved. And for this 
© cauſe God ſhall ſend them ſtrong deluſion 
e that they ſhould believe a lie; that they all 
might be damned, who believe not the truth, 
e but had pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs, 2 T. 
ii. 1. to 12, And writing to the Corinthians, 
For ſuch are falſe apoſtles, deceitful workers, 
transforming themſelves into the apoſtles 


A 


c 


cc 


© © of Chriſt; and no marvel, for ſatan himſelf 


* is transformed into an angel of light; ” 


therefore it is no great thing if his miniſters 
alſo be transformed, as, or into the likeneſs of 
the miniſters of righteouſneſs ; which ſheweth 
the tranſition of the pagan devil into the 
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pagan 
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pagan tyrant to a popiſh tyrant, under the cha- 
rafter of Chriſtianity, or Chriſt's vicegerent, 
as Paul hath by the Holy Ghoſt n de- 
ſeribed. 

It is no wonder then to find the ſecond beaſt 
coming out of the earth, with two horns like 
a lamb, Rev. x. 11, or the appearance of in- 
nocence and holineſs, but the ſpeech of the 
dragon or devil, exerciſing all the authority and 
power of the firſt beaſt, it being only the ſame 
devil transformed; for it is ſaid, he cauſeth 
the earth, and them that dwell therein, 
to worſhip the beaſt, whoſe deadly wound 
was healed, who deceived them that dwell 
upon the earth by the means of thoſe miracles 
they had power to do in the ſight of the beaſt, 
whereby they, that dwell upon the earth, were 
deluded into a perſuaſion, that it was right to 
make an image, and worſhip the beaſt, that 
had a wound by the ſword, and did live, Rev. 
X1ll, 14. 


He, the beaſt, had power to give life unto 
the image of the beaſt, that is, the maſs-book, 
that the image of the beaſt ſhould both ſpeak, 
and cauſe that as many as would not worſhip 


the 
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the image of the beaſt, that is, ſay maſs, or own 
the authority of che beaſt, ſhould be killed, 


Kev. xiii. 1 5. 


he alſo cauſes all, both ſmall and great, rich 
and poor, bond and free, to receive a mark in 
their hand, or in their forehead, Rev. xiii. 16. 
that is, a lie, or to believe he was Chriſt's vice- 
gerent; or he, fitting in the temple of God, as 


God, was to be worſhipped as God; the ſign 
or mark is the ſign of the croſs, a falſe mark 
for Chriſt, but the real mark of the beaſt. It 
is well known, that formerly, the biſhop or 
prieſt, before baptizing any perſon, ſigned them 


with the ſign of the croſs, called by ſome the 


Character, or that which recommended them 


to all the other myſteries of the church; ex- 


j pecting, as Cain did, their offering or work 


+ would be accepted, though God had not com- 


> manded it, 


No man might buy, or ſell, fave he that had 


> the mark, or the name, or the number of the 
| beaſt, or the number of his name, Rev. xiii. 17. 
that is, who did not confeſs the beaſt, his power, 
his authority, his commands, his laws, his doc- 
I trines or decretals; be ſubje& thereunto, and 
+ marked 
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marked as above, could have any ſhare of the 
gain, or advantage, or riches of the church. 
Nor could a man be made a king but by the 
authority of the beaſt; no, nor a biſhop, or a 
jeſuit, or ſo much as a begging friar ; nay, not 
the leaſt in power under all the beaſt's do- 
minions. ö 


The ſcene changes from the accurſed ſitua- 
tion of the beaſt, and his followers, to the glo- 
rious and true Chriſt, and his followers; under 
the character of a Lamb, without blemiſh, 
ſtanding upon Mount Sion, and with him an 
hundred and forty four thouſand, having his 
Father's name written in their foreheads, and 
ſinging a new ſong, which none could learn 
to ſing but them that were redeemed from the 
earth; deſcribed as thoſe who had not been 
defiled with women, but were virgins, and 
follow the Lamb whitherſoever he goeth, be- 
ing the firſt fruits unto God and to the Lamb; 
and in their mouths was found no guile, for 
they are without fault before the throne of 
God, Rev. xiv. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 


Inſtead of fire and faggot to convert to the 
blaſphemy of the beaſt or pope, God ſends 
forth 
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forth the everlaſting goſpel, under the cha- 
racter of an angel, flying through or in the 
Z midſt of heaven, having the everlaſting goſpel 


E 
a to preach to them that dwell on the earth, and 
No to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 
1. people, Rev. xiv: 6, 7. as the Holy Ghoſt by 
the apoſtle declareth, ſaying, God hath 
> © commanded all men every where to repent, 
* or turn to God,” ſaying; © He hath appointed 
= * a day in the which he will judge the world 
er ee in righteouſneſs, by that man whom he 
11 *< hath ordained, whereof he hath given aſſu- 
an * rance unto all men, in that he hath raiſed 
nis him from the dead.” As xvii: 30, 31. All 
nd men are therefore called upon to fear God, 
In and give glory to him; and, inſtead of wor- 
he ſhipping the beaſt, and the image of the beaſt, 
en to worſhip him that made the heavens, and the 
nd 1 earth, and the ſea, and the fountains of water, 
be- Rev. xiv. 7. The conſequence of refuſing to 
b; worſhip him that made the heaven and earth, 
for 2 &c. is deſcribed by the fall of Babylon; who 
of © made all the nations drink of the wine of the 
4 wrath of her fornications; God himſelf hath 
thus denounced ; Shall I not be avenged of 
the ſuch a nation, or of ſuch a people, who wor- 
nds E ſtocks and ſtones, nay the devil, in form 
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or place of ME? &ec, And it is further 
denounced, if any man worſhip the beaſt, and 
his image, and receive his mark in his fore- 
head, or in his hand, the fame fthall drink of 
the wine of the wrath of God, which 1s pour- 
ed out, without mixture, into the cup of his 
indignation ; and fhall be tormented with fire 
and brimſtone, in the preſence of the holy 
angels, and in the preſence of the Lamb; and 
they have no reſt day nor night, but their tor- 
ment 1s for ever and ever, Rev, xiv. 8, 9, 10, 11. 


It is not ſo with thoſe that die in the Lord; 
the angel declares them bleſſed ; yea faith the 
fpirit, that they may reſt from their labours, 
and their works do follow them; not works 
of ſupererrogation, or idol-worſhip, but of la- 
bour of love in the goſpel ; not to get life, but, 
becauſe ſaved, therefore they love. Here then 


is the patience of the ſaints, they are they that 


keep the commandments of God, and the faith [ ? 
of Jeſus, Rev. xiv. 12. 9M 


A deſcription of the laſt judgment is figured 
anto us by a white cloud, and him that ſat 


upon the cloud fo be like the Son of man ; even $ | 


he who is to judge the world, with a crown 
_of 
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"M N Lis gold upon his head, and a ſharp ſickle in 


his hand; it is alſo farther deſcribed by ſaying, 


the harveſt is ripe; and accordingly the earth 
f 


was reaped, Rev. xiv. 14, 153 16. 


5 But fic, the bleſſed Saas of thoſe who 
| had, or have, or ſhall get the victory over the 
: beaſt, and over his image, and over his mark, 
and over the number of his name, is deſcribed 
ſtanding on a ſea of glaſs mingled with fire, to 
denote its being pure, holy, and clear of every 
thing that defileth, without ſpot, or wrinkle, 
or any ſuch thing; having the harps of God, 
ſinging the ſong of Moſes, and of the Lamb: 
ſignifying, as the Egyptians were overthrown 
in the Red-ſea, fo ſhall the beaſt and his fol- 
lowers be overthrown by the Lamb. And as 
5 Moſes ſang of God's victory triumphing over 
the Egyptians, becauſe they blaſphemed the 
| God of heaven, and were deluded into that 
© blaſphemy by the wife men or magicians, fo 


all they who have eſcaped the deluſions of the 


beaſt, will not only ſing that ſong of Moſes, 
but alſo of ſalvation by the Lamb, and of his 


F Pete the beaſt, and his followers. As 


it was with Moſes, and all them that ſaw God's 
wonders at the Red-ſea, in the ſame manner 
HK 2 at 


4 


( 32 ) 
at the laſt day, it will be as deſcribed ; thoſe 
who have not worſhipped the beaſt, &c. ſhall 
have the harps of God, and ſing the ſong of 
Moſes and the Lamb, ſaying, © Great and 
* marvellous are thy works, Lord God Al- 
te mighty! Juſt and true are thy ways, thou 
t“ King of ſaints.“ Rev. xv. 1, 2, 3. | 


Theſe plagues, which are deſcriptive of 
God's judgment upon the rejectors of his Chriſt 
and his goſpel, who were and are deluded into 
a belief, that the beaſt and his image ſhould be 
worſhipped, are plainly figured out by the 
many judgments that have, at ſundry times, 
come upon the children of diſobedience ; wit- 
neſs, Sodom and Gomorrah, Gen. xix. 24, 27. 
witneſs, Egypt; and, particularly, the cafe of 7 
Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, Num. xxvi. 31, 


32, 33. 


The Holy Ghoſt, by Jeremiah, ſays, * Cur- 
* ſed is he that doth the work of the Lord 
F< deceittully.” Jer. xlviii. 10. What greater 
curſe can befal man than to be wilfully igno- 
rant of God, and conſequently worſhip deceit- 
fully? Cain, a dreadful inſtance of that fact, 
_ all deceitful worſhippers, may be truly 2 
ſaid 
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faid to carry tbat mark about with them; but 
more eſpecially bloody Rome, upon whom 
the mark of Cain appears moſt conſpicuous : 
but they are to become as dead, for it is ſaid, 
the ſea or nations became as the blood of a 
dead man, and the rivers and fountains of wa- 
ters became blood ; ſhewing, that as they de- 
lighted in blood, they are, and ſhall be glutted 
with blood; inſomuch the angel cryed out 
with aſtoniſhment, at the righteous judgment 
of God, in glutting thoſe with blood, who had 
murder'd the ſaints of God, ſaying, Even 


“ fo, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous 
F are thy judgments.” Rev. xvi. to the 8th 
E verſe. 


That the wrath of God, like a fire, will 
conſume all the workers of iniquity, is juſtly 
figured by the ſun ſcorching men, fo that they 
blaſphemed the name of God, but they re- 
pented not, Rev. xvi. 11, As it was with 
Ahaz, ſo it is with them; they have and do 
ſhut up the doors of the houſe of God, and 
have ſet up their gods in every nation, and in 
the corner of every ſtreet, in every city, town 
and country, 2 Chron, XXvill, 24, 25. 


Thus 


(0 54 ) 

Thus they go on from bad en worſe; - and 

repent not, nor give glory to God; darkneſs 
overtakes them ; darkneſs that can be felt. So 
dreadful is that darkneſs, that they gnaw their 
very tongues for pain, and blaſpheme the God 
of heaven ; but they repent not of their deeds. 


The Holy Ghoſt, by Iſaiah, faith, * They 
<« ſhall fret themſelves, and curſe their king, 
and their God, and look upward. And 
they ſhall look unto the earth; and behold 
trouble and darkneſs, dimneſs of anguith ; 
* and they ſhall be driven to darkneſs,” //a. 
viii. 21, 22. And no wonder, ſeeing they 
feared not God, nor regarded his word. 


La 


* 


c 
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This brings the dreadful curſe that is upon 
men, under the next plague ; and points out 
to us their god, and him whom they worſhip, 
by letting us know, that a way for the kings 
of the Eaſt might be prepared; that is, that 
ſatan's great power and authority, on the earth, 
to deceive, might take place. Three unclean 


ſpirits, like frogs, came out of the mouth of the 


dragon, and out of the mouth of the beaſt, 
and out of the mouth of the falſe prophet. 
For they are the ſpirits of devils, working 


miracles, 3 


41 
miracles, which go ſorth unto the kings of the 


5 earth, and of the whole world, to gather them 
Q to the battle of that great day of God Al- 
ir mighty, Rev. xvi. 12, 13, 14. 

d | 

. This laſt deſcription which God gives us, 
of the nations being deceived, is enough to 
ey make the ſtouteſt heart tremble! Do men, in- 
g. © deed, know that this is fact? Men will not be- 
nd 4 lieve it. He that believes it to be fact, fears 
Id © God, and believes his word; and flies for re- 
h; fuge to that hope, which is ſet before him in 
ſa. the goſpel, Heb. vi. 18, 19, 20. and is ſatisfied 
ey © therewith, as all his righteouſneſs, and all his 


7 holineſs, and all his hope of glory; and all 
that is needful, to. preſent him without ſpot 

defore the. throne of God. While he that is 
llabouring after ſomething elſe, will be diſap- 
pointed, and will be unavoidably under the 
deluſion of the devil, by one or other of theſe 
frogs; which cunningly and artfully becometh 
a white devil, as well as a black devil; and ap- 


pears as an angel of light, as wel as an — 
of darkneſs, 


Our Lord fays, © Behold I come as a thief, 
** bleſſed is he that watcheth and keepeth his: 


* garments, 


( 36 ) 
* parments, leſt he walk naked, and they ſee 
* his ſhame.” Rev. xvi. 15. They who are 
deceived either with the black or white devil, 
that is, holy devil or wicked devil, or give 
heed to man, or the doctrines of men; whe- 
ther it be the maſs-book or alcoran, the evan- 
gelical expoſitors, or ſpiritual expoſitions, the 
critical reviewers, or more modern law-givers, 
or that holy tribe who would not thank God 
to juſtify them, except he would make them 
holy, that is, give them the Spirit to enable 
them to work out that holineſs in themſelves; 
whereby they are to be made meet for-heaven, 
The blaſphemy of all this appears, in their 
ſuppoſing, what Chriſt has done is not ſuffi- 
cient; and thereby tacitly ſay, we are more 
juſt, more holy: Here then the holy devil 
ſheweth himſelf with a witneſs. Notwith- 
ſtanding all this parade of ſelf-holineſs, thoſe 
ho are not found written in the Lamb's book 
of life, will be gathered together, into a place 
called, in the Hebrew tongue, Armageddon, 
or valley of deciſion, Rev. xvi. 17. to receive 
the judgment of God againſt themſelves, for 
rejecting his word. 


The 
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the glory of his power, though not from the 
© power of His wrath ; at whole preſence every 
® iſland fled away, and the mountains were not 3 
found. 


account of the almighty vengeance. 
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70 


The ſeventh and laſt plague is in the air, 
then follows final judgment; and the cup of 
God's wrath is given to Babylon, or church of | 
Rome, in particular. Nevertheleſs, ail who 
have not feared God, nor been obedient to his 
goſpel, will be overtaken and included in the 
final judgment with Babylon, and periſh, with 
Babylon, from the preſence of God, and from 


: 

| 

| | 

ö 


But oh! the dreadful ſituation in which they 


are repreſented blaſpheming God; the hail 
from heaven falling upon them, every ſtone 
about the weight of a talent. 


Hence we ſee 
God can ſend his deſtroyers in a moment, and 


when he pleaſes. Proofs of this are to be ſeen 
in the many judgments God hath, already, 
been pleaſed to ſend upon the earth, but none 


more dreadful than the curſe of God, or his 


vengeance, overtaking the Jews, when their 


ZZ temple was deſtroyed by the Romans, under 


n 


the Command of Titus Veſpaſian. Whoever 


reads that hiſtory will ſee a molt memorable 


The 
I hole 
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whole had been foretold by the prophets, and 
our Lord himſelf ; but they believed not. Even 
ſo now God has, under the ſounding of the 
ſeventh trumpet, and the opening of the ſe- 
venth ſeal, by the ſeven laſt plagues, or de- 


ſtroyers, given a perfect repreſentation of his 
judgments that are come, or are coming upon 
the beaſt and his followers; of whom our 


Lord, by John to the churches, gives us a far- 
ther and clearer deſcription, viz. the beaſt ; 
about which ſo much had been ſaid, by Da- 
niel, the prophets, our Lord, and his apoſtles ; 
and which takes up ſo large a part of this re- 
velation to John. 


It was thereſore neceſſary that a plain de- 


ſcription of this fourth or laſt empire upon 


earth, deſcribed as diverſe from all that had i 
gone before, for its beaſtlineſs, its bloody ty- 
ranny and impious blaſphemy, as that beaſt or 
laſt kingdom, or earthly power and glory, 7 
which hath ingroſſed the attention and admi- * 
ration of all nations, tongues, people, and 
kindred upon earth; except thoſe who have 5 
not worſhipped the beaſt, nor his image, nor 
received his mark, nor his number; in whom 9 
the blood of all the ſaints will be found. 
| No 


(9; 


No wonder then God hath given ſuch a 
clear and plain deſcription ; calling upon the 


mind that hath wiſdom, to obſerve and under- 
ſtand. 


* 
1 
A 
i 
. 


The angel ſhews John the great whore, with 
whom the kings of the earth have committed 
F fornication, and the inhabiters of the earth 
Mn have been made drunk with the wine of her 
* fornication, Rev. xvii. 1, 2. 


Ih be church of ſatan is and muſt, in appear- 
* ance, be like the church of Chriſt. Therefore 
compared to a woman, as man was deceived 
by the ſerpent, and ſinned againſt God, be- 
come thereby an alien to God, and a ſervant 
Jof the devil, who from that time hath held 
his dominion over man, under ſome religious 
character or other, but none ſo blaſphemous 
as this. For as he would hold his dominion 
under the character of virtue, modeſty, or any 
thing that looks like the true church, ſo his 
cChurch, namely, ſatan's church, is compared to a 
woman, but ſitting on a ſcarlet- colour'd beaſt, 
meaning blood and rapine; and full of the 
names of blaſphemy, or every name and thing 


* 


I 2 phemed 


by which Gcd, and his church, can be blaſ- 


ö 
1 
1 
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phemed and diſhonoured. And thoſe who, 
from amongſt men, have not worſhipped the 
beaſt, nor the image of the beaſt, nor have re- 
ccived his mark, or number, that is, his de- 
cretals, laws, doctrines, &c, he murders, or 
cauſes to be murdered, to the utmoſt of his 
power. His heads, and horns, denote his 
fituation and power, &c. Rev. xvii. 3, 4. 


The woman, or church of the beaſt, fitting 
upon the beaſt, is arrayed or cloathed with 
purple and ſcarlet colour, ſignifying royal or 
princely dignity and authority ; decked with 
gold, and precious ſtones, and pearls, denoting 
all the riches and glory of the earth; having a 
golden cup in her hand, filled with the abo- 
mination and filthineſs of her fornication, that 
is, the doctrines of blaſphemy, or idol-wor- 
ſhip, which the dragon had ſet up in the three 
former empires, all collected into one; thus 


making one compleat image, maſs- book, or 


order for all men to worſhip the beaſt and his 
image, in oppoſition to the worſhip of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt; who 
now commandeth all men every where to re- 
pent, and be aſſured there is no falvation in 
idol-worſhip, or by any act, or. work, or thing 

that 
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that man can do. Eternal life is only in Chriſt 
Jeſus; therefore he that hath not life in Chriſt, 
is dead while he liveth ; and he that liveth and 
believeth in Jeſus, ſhall never die, Matt. xi. 1 5. 


The glorious appearance the woman maketh, 
and the power ſhe hath over all the world, 
deludes and deceives man ; for upon her fore- 
head are written MYSTERY, BABYLON 
THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HAR- 
LOTS, AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE 
EARTH, Rev. xvii. 5. Their myſtery is 
great indeed, and their bewitchery beyond the 
power of invention to deſcribe! A man, by a 
few words, converts a bit of dough into a god, 
as they call it; that is, into Jeſus Chriſt's fleſh, 
blood, body, bones, &c. and that they eat 
this god, fleſh, blood, body, bones, &c. af- 


ter which they go to the dunghill, and leave 


their god with their excrements. After ſuch a 
bewitchery, it is no wonder to find her juſtly 
called the mother of harlots, the mother or 
inventor of the abominations of the earth; 


therefore properly called the myſtery. Theſe 


= -charafters, or names, being written on her 


forehead, ſignify and advertiſe whoever they 
are found upon to be of the beaſt ; conſequent- 


ly, 


662) 


ly, all that have that name, the mark, and 
number, of the beaſt, are one with the beaſt; 
are worſhippers of the beaſt and his image. 


Therefore it is in, and with this mother of 


harlots, is found the blood of the ſaints and 1 
martyrs of Jeſus, with which ſhe is drunk, 9 
Rev. xvii, 6. Dreadful liquor to be drunk with ” 
indeed ! and ſhews how great the deluſion or | 
deception muſt be, to be compared to being G 
drunk with blood. No abſurdity, no lie, no 6 


deluſion, no deception ſo great, but this holy 
mother can diſpenſe with, and make it as in- 
fallibly true as ſhe pleaſes, though drunk with 
the blood of them that fear God, and are obe- 


dient to his goſpel. 


John indeed wondered with great admira- 
tion, and ſo will the whole world, when her 
judgment cometh. The angel aſks John, Why 
he wondered? and tells him, the beaſt, that 
he had ſeen, was and is not, and ſhall aſcend 
out of the bottomleſs pit, and go into perdition. 
And they whoſe names are not in the book of | 
life, that is, ſaved by the blood of the Lamb, 
who is ſet forth as ſlain from the foundation 
of the world, ſhall wonder when they behold 

the 
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= 7aid to be of the ſeventh. Therefore it is ſaid, | 
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the beaſt that was and is not, and yet is: That 
is Pagan Rome changed into Papal, 


The clear deſcription of the ſeat of the beaſt 


with ſeven heads, or ſeven mountains, on which 


the woman ſitteth, is now the ſeat of that holy 


mother Rome, and was the ſeat of Pagan 
Rome, which was founded by blood, and con- 
tinued to increaſe by blood and rapine, through 
ſeven, or many ſorts of governments, five of 
which were then paſt; and at that time the 
grand empire of the world: and he that was to 
come, who was to continue but a ſhort ſpace, 
Rev. xvii. 10. was the ſeventh, This ſeventh 
change, or form of government, was the time 
of the beaſt's wound, which wound he received 
by admitting of God's word, and for a time 
ſetting aſide Pagan worſhip. This happen'd 


in the time of Conſtantine ; and until the wound 


was cured, may be juſtly called the ſeventh 


form of government, under the beaſt, or Pagan 


Rome ; out of which grew the proud clergy, 
who ſat up the abomination which maketh 


= deſolate, or maſs-book, by which the wound 


the beaſt had received was healed ; which is 
the eighth form of government, and is juſtly 


the 


( 64 ) 


the beaſt that was, and is not, he is the eighth, 


and is of the ſeventh, and goeth into perdition, 


Rev. xvii. 11. Pagan Rome favouring the 
goſpel, and thereby receiving a wound, was, 
and for that time may be ſaid not to be, but 
yet was, inaſmuch as there was but a ſhew of 
Chriſtianity, and that ſhew mixt with Pa- 
ganiſm* therefore it is ſaid, the ſame beaſt did 
live, and all the world wonder'd after the beaſt, 
which had changed its name from Pagan to 
Papal, or mock Chriſtian, So Papal beaſt was 
the eighth, and of the ſeventh, that is, he ari- 
feth out of, or by, the power of the beaſt. 


It is plain then, the image that he cauſed to 
be made to the beaſt, which had a wound and 
did live, is the maſs-book, or rubrick of the 
papal church,' formed from, or made like to, 


the Pagan maſs-book or rubrick : No face an- 


fwers to itſelf in a glaſs more exact, than Papal 
Rome anſwers to Pagan Rome. Therefore 
the beaſt that was, and ſaid to John, is not, 


Perſian, the Grecian, and the Roman empire. 
So that the Roman Pagan, and the Roman 


Papal, is the ſame Roman empire; only f 
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and yet is, was the dragon, or old ſerpent the FF pa. 


devil; who was the god of the Aſſyrian, the - 


( 63) 
wounded in its favouring Chriſtianity, and cured 
by ſetting up the maſs-book. 


The ſecond beaſt, which made an image to 
the firſt beaſt that had a wound and did live, 
and cauſed all, both ſmall and great, rich and 
poor, free and bond, to worſhip the beaſt, 
and to receive a mark in their hand, and in 
their forehead, and as-many as would not 
= worſhip the beaſt ſhould be killed, which 
beaſt muſt periſh, and be conſumed by them, 
that is, the kings of the earth, who gave or 
® ſupported the beaſt in his power. For they 
| e ſhall hate the whore, and make her deſolate 
Ito and naked; and ſhall eat her fleſh, and 


and 8 burn her with fire.“ Rev, xvii. 16. For 
the God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, 
> to, and to agree, and give their kingdoms unto the 
an}. beaſt, until the word of God ſhall be fulfilled, 

apal = | BY ; 
ore How far the word of God is fulfilled, or is 
lulfilling, may in ſome degree be ſeen. Is 
not, 3 3 . : 

t the Papal Rome in that power and authority ſhe 
. was ſome ſmall time ago? Witneſs France, 
wire. F. Spain, &c. 

man The angel tells John, The woman that he 
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the kings of the earth, Rev, xvii. 18. never- 
theleſs, ſhe is declared to be fallen; for ſhe is 
become the habitation of devils, and the hold 
of every foul ſpirit, and a cage of every unclean 
and hateful bird, The nations having drank 
of the wine of the wrath of her fornications, 
the judgments of God are upon them for their 
obedience to her, or their being partakers with 
her, in her fornications ; for it is ſaid, the kings 
of the earth have committed fornication with 
ber: that is, not common whoring, but par- 
takers of her idolatry, All men who are not 
ſatisfied with Chriſt, as ſufficient for their ſal- 


vation and acceptance with God, muſt ne- h 
ceſſarily be under the ſame denunciation. "MF ca 
Therefore her merchants, who are here called th 


the merchants of the earth, that is, her prieſts 
or miſſionaries, under every denomination 
whatſoever, are waxed rich through the abun- | 
dance of her delicacies, Rev, Xvill. 3, 12, I 3. 


If there was no other place in ſcripture to 
aſcertain the beaſt, or who is ſignified or fi- 


gur'd out by the angel to John, this is ſuffi- an 
cient to prove the fact, * the Roman or ce 
Papal empire. fri 
he 
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- 16 
; The voice from heaven calleth to God's peo- 
ple to come out of her, that they be not par- 
takers of her fins, that they may not receive 
of her plagues ; for they are to come in one 
day, and to be dreadful indeed ; death, and 
mourning, and famine ; and ſhe ſhall be utterly 
burnt with fire; for ſtrong is the Lord who 
judgeth her. The kings of the carth, with 
all her merchants, and thoſe who are made 
rich through her delicacies, are repreſented as 
wailing and lamenting, while they behold the 
ſmoak of her torment or burning, and to ſtand 
? * afar off for fear of her torment ; while the 
© heavens, the holy apoſtles and prophets, are 
called to rejoice over her, for God hath avenged 
them upon her: and ſhe ſhall be ſo deſtroy'd, 
as never to appear again in pleaſure, but for 
ever in torment, inaſmuch as all nations were 
deceived by her ſorceries; and in her was 
found the blood of prophets, of ſaints, and of 
all that were ſlain upon the earth. 


This ſhews to a demonſtration, as plain as 
any problem in Euclid, that he who firſt de- 
ceiv'd Eve was the arch- enemy, who hath, 
from that time, drawn men into every evil, or 
he who hath, artfully, got himſelf to be wor- 


K-42 ſhipped 


— — 
* 
92 — — 


— — — 2 
. „ 9 
4 —— 


— — 2 ˙—m— - — 2 
2 232 ITS 
— 2 - * 7 6. _ A - 22 — 2 


—_— ———— - "I—— TT." zte 
- =: PE Py ro” : — - ? — 


( 68 ) 


ſhipped as God, under many forms ; but none 
more blaſphemous than that of being Chriſt's 
vicegerent. Under this holy deſignation, Papal 
Rome has, by her ſorceries, bewitch'd all na- 
tions; and for this the wrath of God ſhall 
come upon her to the uttermoſt. At that happy 
event, the whole heavens ſhall join in one con- 
tinued fong of praiſe unto the Lord our God, 
for judging the whore that had corrupted the 
earth with her fornications, and avenging the 
blood of his ſervants upon her ; ſaying, Now 
the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his 
wife has made herſelf ready ; and it was granted 
that ſhe, that is, they who are redeemed, ſhould 
be arrayed in fine linnen, clean and white, 
which is the righteouſneſs of the ſaints, 


We have again repreſented to us, our Lord 
taking to himſelf his great power and reigning in 
righteouſneſs, as he who had been faithful and 
true ; having his true character aſcertain'd, that 
is, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF 
LORDS; upon which the beaſt, and the falſe 
prophet, who bad wrought miracles, and there- 
with deceiv'd thoſe who had receiv'd the mark 
of the beaſt, and worſhipped his image, were 
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both caſt alive into a lake of fire burning with 
brimſtone. 


At that time the dragon, that old ſerpent 
the devil, and ſatan, ſhall be bound a thouſand 
years, and caſt into the bottomleſs pit; and a 
ſeal ſet upon him, that he ſhould not deceive 
the nations any more, till the thouſand years 


| b ſhould be fulfilled, 


They who were beheaded for the witneſs 


Y of Jeſus, and for the word of God, who had 
not worſhipped the beaſt or his image, neither 
had receiv'd his mark in their foreheads, or in 
their hands, lived and reigned with Chriſt a 
thouſand years. But the reſt of the dead lived 
not again until the thouſand years were finiſh- 


ed. This is the firſt reſurrection. Bleſſed and 


5 holy is he that hath part in the firſt reſurrection! 


on ſuch the ſecond death hath no power; 


but they ſhall be made prieſts of God, and of 
= Chriſt, and ſhall reign with him a thouſand 
= years, at which time the final end ſhall come: 
3 And whoſoever is not found written in the 
# book of life, will be caſt into the lake of fire 


with ſatan, the beaſt, and falſe prophet. Then 
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* ſpring of David, and the bright and the . 


8 
new heavens and new earth, which is the holy 
city, new Jeruſalem, coming down from God 
out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for 
her huſband, with all the joy and happineſs 
of God, and every bleſſing that heaven can 
give; which we find deſcribed by our Lord 
in the two laſt chapters of his Revelations to 
John, and is glorious beyond the preſent ima- 
gination of man. Bleſſed indeed muſt they be 
that have a right to enter through the gates into 
the city; which all men have that fear God, 
and are obedient unto the goſpel. All who 
are not are without, and are called dogs, for- 
cerers, 'whoremongers, &c. and them that love 
and make a lie, or that worſhipped the beaſt 
or his image, and received the mark or num- 
ber of bis name. 


That we em be aſſured of the truth of theſe 
things, our Lord fays, ** I Jeſus have ſent 
* mine angel to teſtify unto you thefe things 7 
ce jn the churches. I am the root and the off- 


00 morning ſtar; therefore the Spirit, that is, 
God, in all the revelation he hath made of 
himſelf, through the whole of the ſcriptures, 
which i is the mind of the Spirit, that is, God, 

teſtifieth, 


(48 3 
teſtifieth, that eternal life, which is only iti 
Chriſt, is given freely to guilty man, guilty as 
he is, for his immediate acceptance, without 
any previous qualification whatſoever. There- 
fore the bride ſays, Come ! and well ſhe may, 
for ſhe knows the bounty of heaven, who was 
blind, miſerable, and naked, but is now ſaved 
with an everlaſting ſalvation; not by works 
of righteouſneſs, ſhe had done, but the blood 
of God, by which ſhe is purchaſed and pre- 
ſented to the Father, without ſpot, or wrinkle, 
or any ſuch thing: And let him that heareth 
ſay, Come. Thus, none will be able to plead 
excuſe, for it is ſaid, Let him that heareth 
come, and partake of eternal life, in Chriſt 
Jeſus, freely, without money, and without 
price: And let him that is a-thirſt come, that 
is, whoſoever would wiſh to be ſaved, come 


freely to the fountain of living water, for he 


is hereby freely welcome: And our Lord, to 
complete the grand bleſſing of heaven, ſays, 
« Whoſoever will, let him take of the water 
« of life freely.” For the performance of theſe 
promiſes, we have the faithfulneſs of God 
pledged, on the behalf of thoſe who thus come 
at his command, ſaying, By two immutable 
things in which it was impoſſible for God to 

lie, 
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lie, that all they might have ſtrong conſolation, 
who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the 
hope which is ſet before them, which is Chriff, 
the hope of glory, 


The dreadful plagues that are written in this 
book, and which will come upon all the ſlight- 
ers thereof, or them that attempt to add, di- 
miniſh, or take away; the author thereof, even 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, will add 
theſe plagues unto him, and will take away his 
part out of the book of life, and out of the holy 
city, and from the things which are written in 
this book, Which makes Paul, by the Holy 
Ghoſt, fay, © Knowing the terrors of the Lord 
* we perſuade men, 2 Cor. v. 11, 19. and 
« following, that God was in Chriſt recon- 
* ciling the world unto himſelf, not imputing 
their treſpaſſes unto them; and had com- 
«© mitted unto the apoſtles the word of recon- 
« ciliation. And they as ambaſſadors for 
e Chriſt, in Chriſt's ſtead, beſeech men to be 
© reconciled to God; for HE hath made 
« HIM to be fin for us, who knew no fin ; 
* that We might be made the righteouſneſs 
« OF GOD IN HIM.” Our Lord teſtifies 
of 


* 


* 
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of theſe things, ſaying, Surely I come quickly. 
Amen, Even ſo come, Lord Jeſus, 


As the time of our Lord's ſecond coming 

cannot be at any great diſtance, it would be 
happy ſhould theſe hints prevail upon any one 
to take the ſcriptures into their hands, and read 
for themſelves; haply thereby they might be 
begotten again to a living hope, by the reſur- 
rection of Chriſt from the dead. 
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f God's precious word and teſtimony is re- 
Je cded and lighted, whoſe word is likely to be 
of uſe and ſervice? If the word of God does 
not enter into the mind, and give underſtand- 
ing; that is, if men will not hear God's word, 
and believe it, they cannot know God; that 
is, the God who is merciful to the ungodly, to 
the unrightcous, to the guilty. 
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The day is ſhortly coming, when all thoſe 
who ſlight God's precious word, ſhall find 
themſelves in the ſame abandon'd ſituation with 
the Jews, when Titus Veſpaſian beſieged Je- 
ruſalem; that is, the wrath of God ſhall come 
upon them to the uttermoſt. 


L 


The 


„ 


The prophets, at the command of God, 
did declare what was to come upon the diſ- 
obedient Jews, as well as upon the diſobedient 
Gentiles, 

The iniquitous praCtices of the Jews are laid 
open, at God's command, by the prophets, 


and theſe judgments of God as the conſequences Þ 


which ſhould come upon them. They, the 
Jews, are, at this day, a ſtanding witneſs of 


theſe judgments being come upon them, as Z 


God had declared, 


The principal and leading evil of all was, 


their rejecting God's word, believing and wor- 
ſhipping a lye rather than God, as directed by J 
God in his moſt holy word; inſomuch, that 4 
they became as vain in their imagination, as 3 


the moſt vain and ignorant of the Gentiles, 


tiles alſo, - whoſe final judgments are clearly 
held forth and made manifeſt in the ſcriptures, 
as likewiſe the time of the principal events hap- 


pening, 
' | The 


God hath not only declared his juſt judg- 3 
ments againſt the Jews, but againſt the Gen- 
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The deſtruction of Jeruſalem was perfectly 


foretold by the prophets, and came to paſs ex- 


actly at the time appointed, in the reign of 
Zedekiah, and by Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon. And the exact time of the ending 
of the captivity, under Cyrus, was foretold by 
Jeremiah. In the time of the captivity, God 


revealed to Daniel the certainty of the temple's 


being rebuilt, the city being inhabited, the 
walls and ſtreets finiſhed ; all which was fully 
compleated and accompliſhed at the appointed 
time, under Ezra and Nehemiah, Alſo the 
time of the Meſſiah's coming, and being cut 
off, which was perfectly accompliſhed at the 
end of 70 weeks, or 490 years, agreeable to 


the angel's account, Dan. ix. 24, 26, 27. Ag 


likewiſe the ſeveral governments that were and 
ſhould be in the world, under the figures as 
deſcribed by Nebuchadnezzar's image, Dan. ii, 
34 to 46. Again, under the figure of four 
beaſts, are all regularly come to paſs as fore- 
told. The laſt beaſt being more dreadful than 
the reſt, Dan. vii. 7. and diverſe from all 
others, having ten horns, makes Daniel en- 


2 quire, more particularly, who this fourth beaſt 


was, that was to make war with the ſaints, and 


to prevail againſt them unto the judgment, 
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1 
when the ſaints ſhould poſſeſs the kingdom. 
Thus the fourth beaſt ſhould be the fourth 
kingdom upon earth, Dan. vii. 19. and viii. 11. 
who ſhould magnify himſelf even to the prince 
of the hoſt, by whom the daily ſacrifice was 


to be taken away, and the place of his ſanc- 
tuary caſt down, 


How long the viſion concerning the daily, 
and the tranſgreſſion of deſolation, Dan. viii. 
13. or the abomination that maketh deſolate, 
Dan. xii. 11. to give both the ſanctuary and 
the hoſt to be trodden under foot, Dan. viii. 13. 


This contains the account of, firſt, the viſion 


concerning the daily; ſecondly, that concern- 3 
ing the tranſgreſſion of deſolation; thirdly, 
the ſetting up the abomination that maketh 


deſolate, until the kingdom ſhall be given to 
the people of the ſaints of the moſt High, 


Dan. vii. 27. All which viſions are anſwered | 3 
by one ſaint to another, to the full accompliſh- | 3 


ment, which will be 2300 days; at the end of 
which time the ſanctuary ſhall be cleanſed. 


The daily was to continue to the cutting 
off the Meſſiah, or during the ſeventy weeks, or 


499 | 
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490 years, Which are determined upon this 
« people, and upon the holy city; to finiſh 
ce tranſgreſſion, and to make an end of fin, 
* and to make reconciliation for iniquity ; and 
« to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs ; and to 


« ſcal up the viſion and prophecy; and to 
e anoint the moſt Holy,“ Dan. ix. 24. 


From the daily being taken away to the 
abomination that maketh deſolate being eſta- 
bliſhed or ſet up, that is, from the cutting off 
the Meſſiah to the death of John, or the canon 
of the ſcriptures being finiſhed, 68 years. And 
from that time, to the ſetting up the abomina- 
tion which maketh defolate, about 500 years. 


How long the giving up the ſanAuary and 
the hoſt to be trodden under foot, from the 
ſetting up the abomination that maketh deſo- 
late, or eſtabliſhing of the maſs-book, to the 
cleanſing the ſanctuary by Daniel, 1335 days 


or years, Dan. xi. 11, 12. By John, Rev. xi. 


2. and xii. 6. 1260 days or years, 


All which time the ſcriptures or witneſſes 
are repreſented lying dead in ſpiritual Sodom 
or Egypt, where our Lord was crucified ; and 
the 


678) 
the woman, or church of Chriſt, being fled 
into the wilderneſs or world; that is, not 


known or confeſs'd to be ſuch by the world, 
for that time until the ſanctuary be cleanſed. 


The laſt of Daniel's viſions being of the ju- 
lian period 418 1 years, and Ezra's commiſſion 
of the Julian period according to Prideaux 
4256 years, which by Prideaux is the begin- 
ning of Daniel's ſeventy weeks, makes 7 5 years 
between Daniel's laſt viſion and'Ezra's com- 
miſſion. 


The ſame period of 75 years is alſo found 
between our Lord's entering upon his publick 
miniſtry by John the baptiſt, and afterwards 
by himſelf; which miniſtry begins with the 
laſt of Daniel's weeks, and continues to the 
completion of the New Teſtament, or the 
canon of the ſcriptures being finiſhed, 


The laſt of Daniel's weeks, or beginning of 
our Lord's entering upon his miniftry, by Pri- 
deaux, was of the Julian period 4739 years ; 
and the completion of the canon of the ſcrip- 
tures was, according to Mr. Bedford, of the 
Julian period 4814 years, making exactly 75 


years, 


1e 


© 99-1 


years, agrecing with the aforementioned time 
between Daniel's laſt viſion and Ezra's com- 
miſſion, and accounts for the difference be- 
tween the time mentioned by Daniel for the 
ſetting up of the abomination that maketh de- 
folate, and that mentioned by John, Daniel's 
account of the time being, Dan. xi. 11, 12. 
1335 years; and that of John, Rev. xi. 2, and 
xli. 6. 1260 years; the difference of which 


is 75 years. 


This difference of time in Daniel's account 
of ſetting up the abomination, and that of John 
being ſettled, we may take a view of the whole 
viſion by Daniel and John. And as they both 
ſpake by the ſame divine authority, we may 
depend on their being divinely right. 


To begin then with the account of time, in 
which Daniel's viſions as well as John's in the 
revelation are contained, it will be neceſſary to 
begin where the angel by Daniel begins, that 
being the real date whence a true calculation 
can be only taken, of every part of that great 
number, declared by one ſaint to another ſaint 
to be 2300 days. | | 


The 
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The firſt part of the viſion, and of the great 
number, beginning with an account of the 
coming of the Meſſiah, and his being cut off, 
contains a period of 70 weeks, or 490 years. 
This neceſlarily commences with Ezra's com- 
miſſion, as any other date would drop much 
ſhort of the real time, or carry it much beyond 
the time of the Meſſiah's finiſhing tranſgreſſion, 
and bringing in everlaſting righteouſneſs, The 
true date then of the beginning of Daniel's 70 
weeks muſt be that of Ezra's commiſſion, as 
it anſwers exactly to the angel's account to 
Daniel, chap. ix. 25, 26, 27. that is, ſeven 
weeks to the temple and city's being built, 
and the walls and ſtreets finiſhed, which is 


ES SSS SS» we. 49 
and 62 weeks to our Lord's appearing in 
his publick miniſtry - - - = - - - - - 434. 


and one week to confirm the covenant 
and ſuffering death - - K 7 
together juſt compleats the ſeventy weeks 

oo — —— ——— 490 
This completion of the 70 weeks ends exactly 
with the cutting off of the Meſſiah, accord- 


ing to Dr. Prideaux, and of the Julian period 
47460. 
The 


( 8x ) 


he WW The common or vulgar year of the coming 
off, of the Meſſiah, according to archbiſhop Uſher, 
and Mr, Prideaux, is of the Julian period 
m- 14713. 

ich and of the — nr ai 4008 
ing The year of our Lord's entering _ his 


on, miniſtry, by Prideau , 3 
i The one week by Daniel, for 3 

ing the covenant, and being cut off, 7 
70 / * 
as To the completion of the canon of the 


ſcriptures, or death of JIhnn— 68 


— 


4109 3 


| According to archbiſhop Uſher, and Dr. Pri- 8 , | 
deaux, the real year of our Lord's coming is 79 

of the Julian period 4710, and of the world 
1 4005 


The year of our Lord's entering upon 
7 8 his miniſtry — — — - _ — — 2 29 
— The one week to confirm the covenant, | 


and ſeal up the viſion, and anoint the 
Wo T7 


55 To the canon of the New Teſtament, or 
#6 2 the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt to his ſer- 


vant John, or John's death + = - 68 


M 
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This anſwers to the very time of Mr. Bed- 
ford's calculation. For, he tells us, John had 
his revelation in the year of the world 4104, 
that he return'd from Patmos to Epheſus in 
the year of the world 4106, and that he died 
in the _ of the N Trajan, and of the 
world — — — =- - - 4108 
From wha fubtrad 75 years for the 


beginning of Daniel's laſt week = < 75 


Remains - - - = = =- = = = 
Thence deduct the time from the 
coming of our Lord to his entering 
upon his miniſtry = - - - - 29 


4033 


nn, ws ej 4004. 
The exact time of our Lord's real coming; 
and, for ought I know, may be calculated to 
the very day, But ſufficient it is to know this 
calculation is juſt, according to every event 
that happen'd to that time. 


Daniel's ſixty-ninth week ends upon our d 
Lord's entering upon his publick miniſtry ; 1 
and the one week begins with our Lord's mi- 


niſtry, and ends with his crucifixion, Dan. ix. 
27. For, HE ſhall eſtabliſh the covenant for 
« one week; and in the middle of the week HE 

&« ſhall 
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e ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice and the oblation to 
e ceaſe,” This HE is our Lord, that is ſpoken 
of, and not the Roman emperor ; this laſt is 
indicated by, the people of the prince that 
| ſhall come and deſtroy the city and the ſanc- 
tuary, &c. Dan. ix. 26. but the HE who 
ſhall eſtabliſh the covenant is Chriſt, The one 
week belongs to the Meſſiah for the deter- 
| mination upon the people, and upon the city; 
and terminates with the finiſhing tranſgreſſion, 
and making an end of ſin; and to make re- 
| conciliation for iniquity, and to bring in ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs; and to feal up the viſion 
and the prophecy; and to anoint the moſt 
' Holy. All this was ſaid of our Lord, and 
what he fully accompliſhed when he aroſe 
| from the dead. Now none of theſe things can 
| be aſcribed to any Roman emperor that ever 
| exiſted ; nor can the peace mentioned in the 
laſt week, refer toa peace between any neigh- 
bouring nation with the Romans, but that 
our peace or covenant made by the blood of Jeſus. 


mi- The firſt part, namely, that of Meſſiah's 
1. ix. coming, and his being cut off, juitly anſwer- 
t for ing and coming to pals in all reſpects as was 
- HE foretold, does not hinder, but is a manifeſt 
ſhall M 2 proof 


( 84 ) 
proof that all the other parts will be fulfilled 
in their time, It is impoſſible to conceive why 
the prieſtly writers of all denominations, either 
wholly paſs over, very lightly touch upon, or 
erroneouſly mention the remaining parts of the 


viſion, unleſs they are afraid their great Diana 
is in danger, 


As we have the ſame data for the laſt as we 
have for the firſt part of the viſion, concern- 
ing the Meſſiah, and thoſe that fear him, and 
God's judgment upon the diſobedient Jews; 
we may proceed with as great certainty in the 
laſt, concerning the bleſſed ſtate of thoſe who 
fear God, and are obedient to the goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt ; and God's judgments upon the 
rejectors of his goſpel, and the diſobedient 
Gentiles, as well as upon the diſobedient Jews. 


The whole time, from the going forth of the 
commandment, or the commencement of the 
viſion, concerning the Meſſiah's coming, and 
his being cut off, the daily, and ſetting up the 
abomination that maketh deſolate, until the 
ſanctuary be cleanſed, being two thouſand three 
hundred years. This viſion, or number, com- 
mencing with the firſt commandment's going 
| forth 


(\- 88+. 
forth by Cyrus, would end, according to Da- 
niel, in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſe- 
ven hundred and ſixty five. According to that 
computation the going forth of the decree by 
Cyrus was before the coming of Chriſt 505 
years, and of the world 3473. 
From the coming of the Meſſiah to his being 
cut off, according to common report 33 
From the cutting off of the Meſſiah 
to the ſetting up the abomination or 
mast book 397 
From the ſetting up the abomination or 
maſs- book, to the cleanſing the ſanc- 
tuary, by Daniel 1335 


Which completes his great number 2300 
To Daniel's great number add the then 
year of the world - - - 3473 


makes 5773 
From which deduct the year of the 


world at the coming of the Mefſiah - 4008 


remains 1765 


The angel, by John, brings the time of the 

abomination to end exactly with the time by 

Daniel. 

The viſion commencing with the decree by 
| Cyrus, 
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Cyrus, which was before the coming of Meſſiah 


To this add the time from the coming E. 


of the Meſſiah to his crucifixion, which 


by common account wass = = 33 


From the cutting off Meſſiah to the 
eſtabliſhing or ſetting up the abomina- | 
tion or maſs-book = = - « - - 472 
From the ſetting up the abornination 
or maſs-book to the cleanſing the ſanc- 


makes 2300 
Which exactly agrees with and com- 

pletes Daniel's great number. 

To this add, as before, the then year 

of the world =-' = - == 3473 


—— — 


makes 5773 
From . which deduct the year of the 
world when Meſſiah came - — 4008 


The remainder is the ſame with Da- 
niel's = - = - - - - 1765 


The ſeventy weeks, beginning with Ezra's 
commiſſion, makes the viſion 75 years later 
than Daniel's laſt viſion. Add that - 75 
years to the year of our Lord , - = = 1765 


ay 


at will | make - — — — . 1840 
And 


o O 
0 = 


Oo 


1 
And in that caſe the great number or viſion 
will end, or be completed in the year 1840. 
And it is not very improbable the real diſſo- 
lution of the beaſt may have begun in the year 
of our Lord 1765, and ſo may continue for 
that time, that is, to 1840, or for the ſpace of 


75 years, to be hated, and made deſolate, and 


naked by thoſe very powers, who had given 
their kingdoms to the beaſt; and who ſhall 
eat her fleſh, and burn her with fire. 


Daniel's great number, the viſion, and ſe- 
venty weeks, commencing with Ezra's com- 
miſſion, will, as above, end in the year of our 
Lord 1840. Ezra had his commiſſion from 
Artaxerxes, in the year of the world 3548, 
and before the Meſſiah came = - - 457 
From the Meſſiah's wane, to his be- 
ing cut off - - = = - 32 
From the cutting off Mefliah to ks | 


ſetting up the abomination, or maſs- 


| Wo = = © ii 


From the ſetting up the abomination 
or maſs-book, to the cleanſing the fanc- 
tuary, by Daniel - - - - 1335 
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Which completes Daniel's great num- 


ber - - - - - = -' = -' = 2300 
To this add the then year of the world, 


that is, the year of Ezra's commiſſion, 3 548 


makes 5848 
From this dedu& the year of the world x 
when Meſſiah came - - 4008 


remains 1840 


which is the completion of the whole viſion, 
and of our Lord 1840. 

Again. From Ezra's commiſſion to 
Meffiah's coming 457 
From his coming to his crucifixion = 33 
From the cutting off the Meſſiah to the 
ſetting up the abomination or maſs-book 550 
From the time of the ſetting up the 
abomination or maſs, until the cleanſing 
the ſanctuary, according to John - - 1260 


— — — 


which comes exactly to the ſame time 


as Daniel's, that is, - - - - - 2300 
To this add the year of the world at g 
Ezra's commiſſion = - - =- = = 3549 548 ;Fi 


makes 5848 | or u 
Piven which deduct the year of the g 
world at the Meſſiah's coming - ꝛ 4008 


remains 1840 
80 
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80 that by the angel to John, the ſanctuary 19 


to be cleanſed exactly at the time as by the 
angel to Daniel. 


I believe hiſtory in general agrees, that, about 


that time, namely, the end of the ſixth century, 


the preſent church of Rome, what with the 
power given and uſurped, did not only ſet up, 
but eſtabliſh-the abomination or maſs-book ; 


which abomination had been making its way 
ever ſince the cutting off of the Meſſiah; and 


hath continued from the tune of ſetting up of 


the abomination or maſs-book, in great power 
and glory in the world ; but for ſome time 


paſt, bleſſed be God, and now very evidently 
is loſing her power. And as our Lord ſays, 
* When the tree begins to ſhoot forth its leaves, 
ce the ſummer 1 is near; fo the many events, 
that have happened of late, in reſpect of Rome 8 
holy mother church, ſhews her downfall is at 


5 hand. Nor is it at all unlikely to have begun 
in the year of our Lord 1765. 


From the whole it is plain, the fourth power, 
or univerſal e earthly empire or kingdom, Was 


che Roman Pagan empire; and the wound 
Pagan Rome received was the paſſing, or the 


N time 
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time of paſſing from Pagan Rome to Papal 
Rome. It is very evident Papal Rome re- 
ceived her power from Pagan Rome, which 
cauſed her to make an image, that is, the maſs- 
book, to the beaſt or Pagan Rome. 8o ſhe is 
faid to worſhip the dragon, who gave his 
power to the beaſt, and to worſhip the beaſt. 


No mathematical demonſtration in Euclid, 
or by Sir Iſaac Newton himſelf, is more ſelf- 
evident, than that the church of Rome received 
her power and authority from the beaſt, that is, 
Pagan Rome ; and, it 1s evident, Pagan Rome 
received her authority from the dragon, that 
is, the devil. Thus the ſcriptures aſcertain to 
a demonſtration, the antiquity, real power, and 


authority of the church of Rome, and from 5 


whom ſhe has received her power, authority, 
and infallibility. 


From hence, without affronting the dignity 


of fallen man, it may be ſaid that neither the 


philoſopher, the aſtronomer, the ſtar-gazer, 
the critical reviewer, the holy tribe of en- 
thuſiaſts, with the pope and his ſhaven crew, 
can prove the contrary. Nor is it in their or 
any man's power, to fix the character the 

ſcripture 
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ſcripture has given of antichriſt upon any other 
than the church of Rome. 


Man cannot with any face ſay it is the Chi- 
neſe, the Green-Lander, the Hottentot, nor 
yet the Mahometan; for his character is the 
fooliſh or falſe prophet; and he will be caught 
and caſt into hell with the church of Rome, 
or antichriſt. Let the advocates for Rome 
ſtand up like men, and prove, from as good 
authority as the ſcriptures, that what is aſſerted 
in the ſcriptures, does not figure out to us, as 
above, the Roman empire both Pagan and 
Papal, 


It is evident the ſanctuary is not cleanſed, 
and the fullneſs of the Gentiles not yet come; 
for the Jews are juſt in the fituation they were 
when their city was deſtroyed, their temple 
burnt, and they became vagabonds, or wan- 
derers up and down on the earth. 


- 


Without being any great hiſtorian,, the Jews 
prove the above fact upon themſelves; God's 


judgments at this very time being upon them. 


It is commonly reported, that both Jews and 
Turks would have turned Chriſtians, long 'ere 


N 2 now, 
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now, but the ſuperſtitions of the church of 
Rome have kept both from making any en- 
quiry concerning eternal life in Chriſt: Jeſus, 
The Turks indeed are deluded by their pro- 
phet, who ſeeing the ſucceſs of the church of 
Rome through their idolatry, cunningly in- 
vented another ſort of deception, or pleafing 
religion, by which he has gained a great part 
of the world to be his followers, and whom 
the idolatry of Rome ſtill keeps from the Chri- 
ſtian verity. 

As to the Jews, no wonder they are kept | 
from acknowledging the Meſſiah, through the 
idolatry of the church of Rome, The Jews 
paid dear for their idol-worſhip, conſequently 
look upon the verity of the goſpel to be a mere 
feigned ſtory; for they well know, the God 
of Iſrael is not, nor can be worſhipped in the 
manner the church of Rome worſhips. There- 
fore the doctrine of the goſpel is to them an 
abſolute impoſition, and a trick of prieſtcraft, 


If theſe few hints ſhould haply fall into the 
hands of any of the Jews, and they once more 
conſult the divine oracles, they would find by 
the prophet, as above, that the Meſfiah is 

p | come; 


- 
„ 
p 
t 
1 


ta) 


come; and be convineed the time is ſhortly 


coming, when that mother of harlots ſhall be 
deſtroyed, and be no more, as Babylon of old. 
Then; to their great amazement they will find, 
that he that was to come will come, the ſecond 
time, unto the falvation of all that believe in 
his name. And that truth- will then be made 
good, all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved ; that is, all they 
that ſear God, and are obedient to the goſpel. 


That the time, though near, is not yet ac- 
compliſhed, of the thouſand years being be- 
gun, conſequently ſatan is not yet bound, as 
ſome would alledge. For it is plain, the Holy 
Ghoſt, by Paul to the Theſſalonians, chap. ii. 
3. ſays, Let no man deceive you, by any 
means, for that day ſhall not come except there 
be a falling away firſt, and that man of fin 
be revealed, the ſon of perdition. And the 
ſpirit ſpeaks expreſsly, That, in the latter times, 
ſome ſhall depart from the faith, giving heed 
to ſeducing ſpirits, and doctrines of devils ; 
ſpeaking lies in hypocriſy ; having their con- 


ſciences ſeared with an het iron ; forbidding 


to marry ; and commanding to abſtain from 


meats which God had ordained, 1 Trp, i. 2, 3. 


The followers of the beaſt, or church of Rome, 


cannot 
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of priefts in Europe, beſides themlelres. 


That there is and hath been a falling away, 
and who is the ſon of perdition, or man of in, 


is evident to all who really fear God, and be- 
lieve in his name. Indeed very few before 
Luther, from the time the abomination or maſs- 
book was eſtabliſh'd, durſt ſay the pope with 
his ſhaven crew, were that beaſt, or antichriſt; 
or now believe that the pope with all his ſhaven 


crew ſhall periſh ; nay, ſhall be caught, with 


that falſe prophet, and caſt into hell with the 


dragon, which is that old ſerpent the devil, 
according to John by the angel, Rev. xix. 20. 
Until which time he, the beaſt, is not made 
manifeſt, but then he will be made manifeſt. 
And all men will. then ſee and know God 
ſpoke truly, by all his prophets and apoſtles; 
and will make good what he hath by them 
declared. 


That that time is not yet come is manifeſt ; 
for he, that is, the beaſt, or anti-chriſt, is to 


be conſumed by the brightneſs of the coming 


of the Son of God. The beaſt, it is true, is 
conſuming, 


cannot fix theſe characters upon any other ſet 
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conſuming, but is not yet conſumed, Nor hath 


our Lord Nag che ſecond time. 


The times then are not fully come, which 
the angel, by Daniel, ſpoke of; that is, the 


two thouſand three hundred days, or years, 
are not fully accompliſhed. Nor are thoſe 
ſpoken of by John, namely, the one thouſand 
two hundred and fixty days, or years. And 
for this plain reaſon the beaſt is not conſumed, 
6 . the een not 285 cleanſed. 


At the appearing of the Son of God che e- 
cond time, which is to be without ſin, unto 


the ſalvation of all that fear him and believe 


in his name; it is ſaid, the dead ſhall ariſe, 


and meet their Lord. It is farther ſaid, That 
the Lord ſhall live and reign with them a 


thouſand years; at the end of which thouſand 


years, the reſt of the dead ſhall be raiſed, and 


brought to judgment. 


Henbs it is plain that the thouſand years 


are not yet commenced. If the thouſand years 


had commenced, as ſome would alledge, at 


the end of the firſt ten perſecutions, a great 


part of Daniel's viſion would have no mean- 
ing, 
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ing, and a great part of the revelation of John 
would be without a ſubject ; beſides many things 


ſpoken wy” the en our Lord, and was 


apoſtles. . 


There mat no * in John's time. 


He ſpeaks of a time When an image ſhould be 
made to the beaſt; that is, the maſs-book. 


Therefore, it is plain, the abomination that 


maketh deſolate, or maſs-book, which doubt- 


leſs began before the time of Conſtantine, was 
not ſet up and eſtabliſhed by authority, or 
made uniyerſa], until the latter end of the fixth 
century. The thouſand years did not then 
commence with Conſtantine, or at the end of 


the firſt ten perſecutions ; if ſo, the thouſand 
years are. paſt four hundred years ago, The 
| Connery is ee | 


Tt enden 55 true, what is aſcertained 
in the ſcriptures, concerning the man of ſin, 
the ſon of perdition, that he muſt periſh, and 
be deſtroyed, by or with-the brightneſs of the 
coming of the Son of God. At which time the 


dead in | Chriſt ſhall ariſe, and meet the Lord 


with them who are alive; and liye and reign 
with the Lord a thouſand years. 
| One 
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One would not from hence, with the my- 
ticks, enthuſiaſtically imagine Chriſt is to be 
crucified in the Spirit, when he comes again, 
as he was crucified in the fleſh. For, ſay they, 
the manifeſtation or crucifixion of Chriſt in the 
fleſh will profit nothing; though he were to 
die an hundred times for fin in the fleſh, that 
would not avail to the making us holy, or 
taking away our fin, And, with modern en- 
thuſiaſts, would not thank God to juſtify them, 
except he would alſo make them holy, that is, 
give them his Spirit to enable them to make 


themſelves ban enough "yet for heaven. 


These. Alone, -or Hery OT riders, with 
their Jacob Beman, and his great Adept. Mr. 
Law, ſuppoſe, that Jeſus Chriſt is to come in 
the Spirit as he came in the fleſh, and then is 
to be ſacrificed in our ſpirit, ſuffer death in 
our ſpirits, and take away fin in our ſpirits ; 
for his death in the fleſh does not avail to the 
taking away fin. One of theſe orthodox gen- 
tlemen, I think, wrote, ſome two or three 
years ſince, a book called Paradiſe Reſtored, 
dedicated to a right honourable ; all which 
jargon carries with it its own evidence, and 
ſhews from whence it ſprings ; and is a ſtriking 


; + proof 
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proof that all who belong to Rotne do hot 
live in Italy ; and that the old dragon, the 
devil, from whom Rome had her power, and 2 
whom Rome worſhips, is not yet bound; for 
all agree to blaſpheme God, and account God's 
precious word of none effect, or at moſt a 
dead letter. | 


y 


REMARKS, 


( 99 


REMARKS. 


J. 


S it cannot be but that the wiſdom of 

God is conſiſtent with itſelf in its ope- 
rations, and that He wants neither power nor 
{kill to avoid the erxor of inconſiſtency, it a- 
mounts to a demonſtration that, if a Saviour, 
and a revelation of that Saviour, to guilty man, 
had not been granted, we muſt all have pe- 


riſhed, A Saviour, and a revelation of that 


Saviour, is therefore granted ; not by the au- 
thority or infallibility of any church. That 
man might not be deceived by any fuch im- 
poſture, God's revelation of free and ſovereign 
mercy is declared through the whole of the 
ſcriptures, The Holy Ghoſt, by Paul to the 
Romans, ſays, © When we were without 
* ſtrength, in due time Chriſt died for the 
e ungodly, Rom, v. 6. Who his own ſelf bare 


e our fins in his own bady an the tree, that 
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e we, being dead to ſin, ſhould live unto righ- 


** teouſneſs ; by whoſe ſtripes ye were healed. 
1 Pet. ii. 24. 


II, 


If man had not finned, he would not have 
needed a revelation, to inform him who God 
was, Man becoming guilty through the fall, 
there is a neceſſity for revelation. This reve- 
lation is not delegated to, or inveſted in, any 
vicegerent, but 1s called, by the Holy Ghoſt, 
the mind of God, revealed in the ſcripture of 
truth: No prophecy of the ſcripture being of 
any private interpretation, 2 Pet. i. 2. and 20, 
The wrath of God being revealed from heaven, 
in the ſcriptures, againſt all ungodlineſs and 
unrighteouſneſs of men, Rom. i. 18. and Rom. 
ili. 9, 10, 11. We the apoſtles, ſays Paul, have 
proved both Jews and Gentiles that they are 
all under ſin, as it is written, There is none 
righteous, no not one: There is none that un- 
derſtandeth, there is none that ſecketh after 
Gos 


Bk. . 


Mares e ſince the fall, cannot teach 
him who God is; much leſs inform him how 
0 to 


OW 
to 


61010 


to be reconciled to God. Witneſs thoſe who 


teach, that prayers for the dead, and the 
prayers of the dead for the living, are avail- 


able to their acceptance with God. No ſtupid 


idolatry that ever was practiſed ſince the fall 
can be more groſs. Juſtly, then, the Holy 
Ghoſt ſays, Vain man would be wiſe, though 
man be born like a wild aſs's colt, Job xi. 12. 
Whom therefore ye ignorantly worſhip, him 
declare I unto you, As xvii. 23. 


IV. 

The ſcriptures. being accounted a dead let- 
ter, a feigned or forged ſtory, men in general 
ſet up a god of their own making or fancy. 
So did the heathens, and fo doth antichriſt, 
and all the followers of antichriſt ; contrary to 
our Lord, who ſays, . The Spirit quickeneth, 
the fleſh profiteth nothing ; the words that I 
ſpeak unto you are Spirit, and are life, Jobn vi. 


36. Ve are of your father, the devil, and 


the luſts of your father ye will do: He was a 


murtherer from the beginning, and abode not 


in the truth, becauſe there is no truth in him. 


When he ſpeaketh a lie he ſpeaketh'oF his owh, 
for he is a lyar, and thie father of it, Jeb viii. 
44. Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried 
apr away 
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away unto theſe dumb idols, even as ye were 
led. 


V. 


Salvation to guilty and fallen man being 
God's intention, the great and grand deſign of 
the ſcriptures is to inform guilty and fallen 
man of God's ſalvation ; by whom, and how 
accompliſhed. Accordingly, God in his firſt 
promiſe declares, The ſeed of the woman ſhall 
bruiſe the ſerpent's head, Gen. iii. 15. And 
to Abraham, In thee ſhall all the nations of 
the earth be bleſſed, Gen. xii. 3. And again, 
Now to Abraham and his ſeed were the pro- 
miſe made. He faith not, and to ſeeds, as 
of many, but as of one, and to thy ſeed, which 
is Chriſt, Gal. iii. 16. 


VI. N 
Men ſetting afide the ſcriptures, or account- 
ing them a dead letter, do not ſee the neceſſity 


ofa Saviour ; or at moſt allow ſuch a ſaviour as 
the beſt ſort of heathens would propole ; that 


is, a good man, and an eſtabliſher of good laws. 


Or, with the Phariſees. of old, and the anti- 


chriſtian now, make the ſcriptures, or word 


of God, of nane effect, through their tradi- 


tions, 


E 
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tions; which they have delivered, Mark vii. 
13. and anſwers that character the Holy Ghoſt 
gave of ſuch, by Jeremiah, ſaying, Behold ye 
truſt in rh words md cannot profit, Jars 
vii. 7. 


VII. 

Any ſort of created being is a ſaviour good 
enough for thoſe, who ſuppoſe their own vir- 
tue ſufficient to recommend them to the favour 
of the Great Almighty; and their own Tepen- 
tance- ſufficient to take away, or anſwer for 
their ſin. To ſuch the Holy Ghoſt, by 
Stephen, ſays, Ye ftiff-necked and uncitcum- 
ciſed in heart and ears, ye do always reſiſt 


the Holy Ghoſt: © as your- fathers did, fo he) 
ye, Allr vii. 51. 0 


VIII. 

By tevelation, and experience too, man will 
find, if not now, at the day of judgment, he 
could not take away ſin. Nor can ſin be taken 
away by any other, than by him who was, 
ande is truly God as well as man. It is there- 
fore ſelf-evident, the church who preſumes to 
forgive ſins, is antichriſt. For no man can by 
wy" means redeem his brother, nor give God 

a ranſom 
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a 'zanſom for him. For the | redemption of 
their Foul is precious, and it ceaſeth for ever. 
Pſal, xlix. 6, 7. Therefore it is, Jeſus was 
made fin for us, HE, who knew no. fin, that 
we might be made the righteouſneſs of God 
in HIM, 2 Cor. v. 21. 


17 
15 * 10⁰¹— 2228 E 3 571223 en 

Ile that beliexeth the ſeriptures 9 be ha 
revelation; of God's mind, to, guilty and fallen 
man, is aſſured that fin cannot be, taken away 
but by ſhedding of blood; and .ſees, a.neceflity 
for him, Who Was to take away fin by the 
ſhedding of his blood, to be God as well as 
man. For which reaſon 2 ſacrifice of the 
maſs is an abomination ; 3 and is the, abomina- 
tion ſpoken of in the ſcriptures. Which proves, 
beyond the ſhadow of a diſpute, who antichriſt 
is, For the ſcripture” ſays, Without ſhedding 
of blood there could be no remiſſion, Heb. ix. 
22. But now once, in the end of the world, 
hath HE appeared to put away ſin, by the 
ſacrifice of himſelf, Heb, ix, 26. V Who being 
in the form of God, thapeht it no robbery to 
be equal. with God: but made himſelf of no 
reputation, and took upon himſelf the form 
of a ſervant, and was made in the likeneſs of 


man: 


's 


1 


( res) 
man: and being found in faſhion as a man, he 


humbled himſelf, and became obedient unto 


death, even the death of the croſs, Phil, ii. 
6, 7, 8. 


X. 

Sin being taken away by the death of Chriſt, 
ſalvation is preached in his name to all the 
ends of the earth. Conſequently not by in- 
dulgencies, penance, or ſaying of maſſes. For, 
ſays the Holy Ghoſt, by Paul, I deliver'd unto 
you firſt of all that which I alſo receiv'd, how 
that Chriſt died for our ſins, according to the 
ſcriptures ; and that he was buried, and that he 
aroſe again the third day according to the ſerip- 
tures, 


XI. 
Man hath a right to the forgiveneſs of ſins, 
and eternal life, not by being of any church, 
conſequently not by the church of Rome, but 


by the free and unmerited favour of God, ſay- 


ing unto you, O man! I call, and my voice 
* is to the ſons of men, Prov. viii. 4. Again, 
% God ſo loved the world, that HE gave his 
** only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth 
* in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſt- 
* ing lite, Jobn ili. 16, | 

P | XII. 
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XII. 


As the firſt part of Daniel's viſion, concern- 
ing the great number of two thouſand three 
hundred days, came to paſs exactly, there 
can be no juſt reaſon given, why the latter part 
ſhould not come to paſs. Either through fa- 
vour to the church of Rome, or a cloſe attach- 
ment to her principles, the latter part of Da- 
niel's viſion hath been overlooked and ne- 
glected. Yet the queſtion is aſked and an- 
ſwered, viz, How long ſhall be the viſion 
concerning the daily ſacrifice, and the tranſ- 
greſſion of deſolation, to give both the ſanc- 
tuary and the hoſt to be trodden under foot ? 
* And he ſaid unto me, unto two thouſand 
© and three hundred days. Then ſhall the 
te ſanctuary be cleanfed,” Dan. viii. 13, 14. 


X111, 


That thoſe days are accounted as years is 
certain, by the firſt being accounted days for 


years, Seventy weeks are juſt 490 days, that is, 


years, The angel, to Daniel, fays, © Seventy 
* weeks are determined upon thy people, and 
upon thy holy city,” Dan. ix. 3 


XIV. 


- ( ang. ) 


XIV; 


The time from the daily being taken away, 
and the abomination ſet up; anſwers exactly 
to the time of the biſhop of Rome's becoming 
univerſal head of the church, all over the 
world; conſequently the time of the image 
to the beaſt, or maſs-book; being ſet up, which 
was in the ſixth century. That there was ſuch, 
a time is out of diſpute; for the Holy Ghoſt, 
by Paul to the Theſſalonians, chap. ii. 3. and 7, 
ſays, Let no man deceive you by any means, 
te for that day, that is, the day of our Lord's 
© ſecond coming, ſhall not come, except 
© there come a falling away firſt, and that 
e man of ſin be revealed, the ſon of perdi- 
te tion.” And verſe the 7th, © For the myſtery 
«* of iniquity doth already work: only he who 
* now letteth will let until he be taken out 
te of the way: That was, the then empire 
of Rome was to be changed from Pagan to 
Papal. The ſpace of time from the daily 
being taken away, to the above change from 
Pagan to Papal, was about five hundred and 


fifty years; and of the year of our Lord about | 


five hundred eighty cight. 
5 2 | XV. 


SE ——— „ » 56.4. 8 


— _ * 


r 


—— — 
— 


— — — 
4434 „„ Oo 


—— 
——T— — _— 
—— - 


I” 


—__ ů ů 


. 
— woo 8 ne ge, 
——_— 4 . — — 


(108) 


XV. 

The event proves that Daniel's one thouſand 
three hundred thirty and five days, or years, 
nor John's one thouſand two hundred and 
ſixty days, or years, are not yet accompliſhed, 
for the ſanctuary is not yet cleanſed. From 
the time the daily ſhall be taken away, and 
the abomination that maketh deſolate ſet up, 
that is, the maſs-book being eſtabliſhed by 
authority, and the ſanctuary being cleanſed, 
a thouſand two hundred and ninety days, or 
years. But bleſſed is he that cometh to the one 
thouſand and three hundred and thirty five 
days, or years, Dan. xii. 11, 12. All which 
time the woman, who is fled into the wilder- 
_ neſs, where ſhe hath a place prepared of God, 
that they ſhould feed her there a thouſand two 
hundred and threeſcore days, or years, Rev. 
x11, 6. conſequently not known, nor acknow- 
ledged to be the church of Chriſt, for that 
ſpace of time. This cannot mean the church 
of Rome, for ſhe fits as a queen, and fays I 
am no widow, and ſhall ſee no ſorrow. Not 
ſo the church of Chriſt; ſhe has been always 
perſecuted by the old ſerpent, the devil, thro” 
his agents or miniſters ; witneſs Smithfield, 
Cas fire 
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fire and faggots, gibbets, goals, &c. &c. &c. 
with all the maſſacres and murthers ſince the 
abomination, or maſs-book, was ſet up; con- 


ſequently Chriſt's church and people was not, 
nor is acknowledged to be ſuch : Neverthe- 


leſs, in oppoſition to the church of Rome, 
as the mother of harlots, and abomination of 
the earth, with all her ſpurious breed, the 
teſtimony of God abideth ſure, Blefled and 
happy are all they who receive and believe the 
teſtimony of God, who beareth record, ſaying, 
This is the record of God, that is to ſay, God 
hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in 
his Son; he that hath the Son hath life, and 
he that hath not the Son hath not life ; and 
alſo beareth witneſs, that he who doth not be- 
lieve this record, calls God a liar. On the other 

hand, all them that believe the record, want 

no other ſacrifice for fin, than that which was 

made upon mount Calvary, in the days of Ti- 

berius, by Jeſus of Nazareth ; and which, 
according to the record or teſtimony, they ac- 
count to be ſufficient for their juſtification, 

ſanctification, and complete redemption. They, 
with the apoſtles, and all that are gone before, 
wait patiently for the appearing of the great 
God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; when all 
that 
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that3fear God; and believe in his name, ſhall. 
ſurcly enjoy that happy jubilce, as promiſed, 
to reign with our Lord and Saviour; not only 
for a thouſand years, but for ever and ever. 


"© 1 - 
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Even ſo, Lord Jeſus, come quickly. Amen. 


It is granted there is an antichriſt; the 
church of Rome herſelf grants it. The re- 


formed catholick very clearly demonſtrates the 


church of Rome to be the antichriſt. And 
the ſcriptures, in the moſt manifeſt and plain 
manner, prove whence ſhe had her antiquity, 
authority, and infallibility, Rev, xiii. 4. They 
worſhipped the dragon, which gave power 
unto the beaſt; and they worſhipped the 
beaſt, | 


XVII 


Thus our Lord, by his angel to John, having 
given a true account of the riſe and character 
of antichriſt; and from whom antichriſt, that 
is the beaſt, or preſent church of Rome, received 
or derived her infallibility and power; ſo alſo 
hath our Lord aſcertained her overthrow and 
deſolation, both as to the time and manner. 

Firſt, 
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Firſt, by theſe very:powers who ſupported her 
in her pride, and blaſphemy; eating her fleſh, 


and then burning her with fire: They are now 
eating her fleſh by the expulſion of the jeſuiſts; 


and, by and by, they will burn her with fire, 


not leaving her the ſhadow of power. Se- 
condly, by the wratH of God overtaking. her 


for ſhe, that is, antichrift,, or the beaſt, and 


with him the falſe prophet, that wrought mi- 
racles before him, with which he deceived 
them that had received the mark of the beaſt, 
and them that worſhipped his image, were 
both caſt alive into a lake of fire burning with 
brimſtone, Rev, xix. 20. 


God having in his wiſdom given ſo exact a 
deſcription of the fourth univerſal monarchy 
in earth, and drawn the perfect figure and 


character of that beaſt, which ſhould riſe out 


of, and be one with, the firſt beaſt, that is, the 
Roman empire; who alſo made an image to 
the firſt beaſt, by ſhaping their rubrick accord- 
ing to the Pagan rubrick, or worſhip ; which 
Pagan rubrick, the church of Rome itſelf will 
allow, was worſhipping the dragon, that is, 


the 
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the devil. It amounts then to a demonſtration, 
that the preſent church of Rome is antichriſt, 
is that beaſt ; the maſs- book is that image to 
the beaſt, agreeable to the Pagan worſhip ; and 
her, that is, the beaſt's infallibility and autha- 
| rity, is from the dragom which dragon is the 
| devil. Thus the real #ntiquity, power, and 
| | infallibility of the church of Rome is vindi- 
cated, and proved from the ſcriptures of truth. 
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